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“OREWORD

the forces and organizations of the Revolution
ared for the convening of the thirteenth Palestinian
tional Council, the Martyr Kamal Junblatt session, the
ocratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine marked
eighth anniversary of its foundation February 22,
, the birth of the independent Palestinian left. With
anniversary the DFLP celebrates the passage of eight
ous years in the life of our Palestinian people and
ution, years rich in the experiences of the struggle to
the Occupation and affirm the national independent
tinian identity, on the road to national independence
he foundation of the national independent Palestinian

In observance of these two occasions, the thirteenth
nal Council and the eighth anniversary of our Front,
' Department of International Relations of the Central
ittee of the DFLP publishes this report. It includes
al examples of the activities of the eighth anniversary
ration, in particular the interview of the General

of the DFLP on that occasion. This interview may
Onsidered an important document in the hands of all
atants of the Palestinian Revolution, in our homeland
d'in all places where the Palestinian people is located, and
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in the hands of all Arab nationalists and progressives, in our
struggle to fulfil the great tasks imposed on us by this stage,
and to defeat all conspiracies against us, particularly those
of the three-pronged force of imperialism, Zionism and
reaction. This report also contains the position of the DFLP
and the documents it presented in the thirteenth session of
the Palestinian National Council (Cairo, March 12 — 20,
1977), the results of the work of the Council, and our view
of these results.

We in the Department of International Relations of the
Central Committee of the DFLP present this report for all
the nationalist and democratic progressive forces through-
out the world, so they may see the role and position of the
Palestinian Marxist-Leninist left, the DFLP, within the
framework of the PLO, and our activities to develop the
struggle of the PLO for freedom and national independence.
In this report we hope to further the cause of international
solidarity in the struggle against the common enemy of
imperialism, Zionism and Nazism throughout the world, and
for the progress, liberty and peace of all peoples.

Department of International Relations
Central Committee

Democratic Front for the Liberation
of Palestine

May, 1977

PART
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ANNIVERSARY




THE REVOLUTION
THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION
AND AN INDEPENDENT STATE

The Central Information Bureau of the Democratic
Front for the Liberation of Palestine conducted the

~ following interview with General Secretary Comrade Nayef
Hawatmeh, on the eighth anniversary of the formation of
‘the DFLP (February 22, 1977). It deals with the Arab and
Palestinian situation at that time as well as international
moves in this respect. It also covers the DFLP’s views on the
formation and tasks of the Palestinian National Council, the
situation in the occupied territories, the future of Jorda-
‘j)ian-S.oyrian-Palestinian relations, and the relationship with
Eﬂle socialist amp and lsraeli democratic and leftist forces.

Efforts to publish this interview in al-Hurriyah, the
central organ, were blocked by censorship. It subsequently
ppeared in pamphlet form.

THE UNIFIED
PALESTINIAN POSITION

Question 1. The DFLP has consistently struggled for a
Inited Palestinian stand based on common denominators
mong all parties. Thus the Front has continued to adhere
) the line of national cohesion with the Fatah organization

tmeh, Secretary General of the DF LP

Comrade Nayef Hawa
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and to the consolidation of the role of the PLO, by calking

for a Palestinian summit to be held. The Front has also held
meetings with the « Rejection Front », in addition to its
talks with the parties belonging to the PLO. What have been
the conclusions and results of this unifying activity ?

The struggle of the DFLP is based on the
constant principle of democratic unity, so as to mobilize all
the effective and vital classes and forces.of our people in the
struggle against the enemy — imperialism, Zionism, ‘and
local reactionaryism. By these forces we mean, precisely, all
the revolutionary organizations, mass organizations and

patriotic classes of our people.

Answer.

divided among the Zionist Israeli
ational and Arab refugee zones,
is wide. This necessitates the
f struggle in a broad uniform

We are a small people
occupation and the intern
while the enemy front
cooperation of all forces O
national stand.

in the struggle for this unity falls
especially to the left of the Revolution, because its interests,
and the entire radical and national interests, depend on the
mobilization of all these forces in a wide national front. In

the life of the real revolutionary left of all national
| democratic revolutions, there is

liberation and nationa
always a firm unified common stand to mobilize all forces
prepared to carry out the tasks of national liberation and to

continue the national democratic revolution. Acting on this
principle, the DFLP has practiced 2 unifying vanguard
policy throughout its history, and the common projects and
policies which the DFLP proposes to the revolutionary

organizations, national public opinion, and the successive
sessions of the National Council, are well-known to our
people and to all the revolutionary and nationalist forces in

the Arab countries.

The principal task

For this reason it is natural i
struggle for unified action inthtal:eth;agsili-rza(rzlontm:e %
perfo'rm'the tasks which are the order of the da rafg Sthto
Elevc:j ution and.the people. After twenty montrls orf the

loo y, aggressive war led by Zionist Israeli-Aneri ;
circles and Arab reactionaryism, we badly need hmmmn
:rnndonri all our forces so as to dress the Revolution’s 3v"nor:1y
glr'oup its pot_entlals. Then we can charge th:e)unn ;
;rll.%niyn g)riie\r;vttlcl)ch a;ms to encircle the Revolution and tehvc:
o _subject them to the military and political
. g reactionary and bourgeois Arab regimes th
in accord with the Zionist-American plans concerninzt ?P:Z

Arab-Israeli conflict, a s
nd .
conflict. ’ particularly the Israeli-Palestinian

strestghasu:otocg:ﬁ:ont these cpr?ditions which once again
i Cont;m the Palestinian people’s cause with the
= o e themzent, on one ‘hand, and expansjon, on
e - PLOS ;e of siege in Lebanon, pressijres to
e ), the statements of Sadat and Hussein
’intensify 2 fefrlcan Secrgtary of State’s tour — we must
Ty our ort: to unify .th.e Palestinian position on the
o R;nl actors existing among all the organiza-
e theoRutloln, to solve _the internal questions of
i and the evo ution; th.at. is, representation and the
e o lcom.lr.lg Pa!estnman National Council, the
diféctionpA glr(;t:re;;sgl?ns |; will make, and the new ,PLO
; ] ee of common discipline i i

on the part of all organizations of ;;(;Ipll'{r;ié?l:fizlr:"ig

Pperfo i
Perform these tasks swiftly and directly. The current

‘Qiscussj i
e ;:Snkss are.ltlessentlal,.because the national fulfilment of
will make it possible to consolidate all our

People’s for
v < ce .
direc s and potentials to confront the forces

ted at weakening the Revolution and the PLO by

Puttin
the g them under tutelage and, consequently, imposing

I Zio . 3 . .
‘Bhls “::sthAmencan solution on our sacred national cause
ave undertaken talks with Fatah, within thé



framework of the PLO, and at the same time hyy,
continued our discussions with our brothers of the Rejec.
tion Front. Our sentiments are similar to those of the
industrious man in Islam: « If he is right, he is doup|
rewarded; if he errs, he is rewarded once ». We consider that
all the Revolution’s forces form one broad front meeting 3
certain common points, no matter how their social, ideo|o.
gical and political positions may otherwise differ, and we
always condemn any policy which causes fragmentation
among the organizations of the Revolution and in the PLQ.
In the same vein we always urge the Rejection Front to
return to the broad national coalition within the framework
of the PLO. The fact of turning one’s back on this national
coalition is a negative and escapist policy, as opposed to
facing the tasks which arise in decisive situations.

These talks have produced an agreement on the structure
of the National Council, on the basis on certain common
factors — and the result is not necessarily wholly satisfacto-
ry to every party; in fact, we have serious objections to the
Council’s formation, the distribution of representatives and
the means of representation. But we have put these
objections aside until we may secure the internal unity of
our ranks, thus opening the door for further discussions to
arrive at a common political program representing precise
political decisions, to realize the rights of our people in this
stage, and continue to confront the direct external dangers
which challenge our people and Revolution.

As we all know, the process of bringing the revolutionary
organizations to a certain unity based on adherence to 2
common line, is complicated, not only because of the
internal factors of our people’s demographic distribution
and social structure, and the variety of political and
ideological positions, but especially because of the extent of
Arab reactionary and rightist infringements and interfe-
rence, and the organizational extensions of certain Arab
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ses within the revolutionary organizations, which are
obstacles to the arrival at a broad national consensus.
In this situation we struggle to develop the greatest
of cohesiveness. We will draw up proposals for the
cal decisions which the National Council must make,
for a more solid and effective PLO leadership; and we
» that all organizations will participate in this leadership,
not hold back before the great dangers to which our
olution and our national rights are exposed. For to thus
d back would be aform of nihilism and passivism
ptomatic of a « flight forward » from the national
onsibility for solidarity anong all our people’s forces.

- When we have completed these internal tasks, the way
will be clear to a more advanced form of unity and
atinuity in struggle, which will ensure more developed
ts at all levels of the organizational structures of our
le’s forces: the revolutionary organizations, syndicates,
ons, and so on.

ON A SETTLEMENT,
AND PALESTINIAN TASKS

‘Question 2. There is no real «settlement» for the
ab-Israeli conflict under the present circumstances. What
IS being suggested is a settlement on American-Israeli
“conditions, that is, acceptance and surrender. What are the
limits of the conspiracy against the Palestinian front, and
what tasks confront the Palestinian left so .as to defeat this
Onspiracy ?

- Answer. Since the October War, the deterioration of the
Arab situation, especially on the confrontation front, has
fendered impossible a reasonable « peaceful » settlement of
the Arab-Israeli conflict; that is, a settlement which
fesponds to the Arab peoples’ just rights, and ours, which
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enjoy wide international legitimacy; a settlement which,
responds to the national goal at this stage: ls_raeh retreat
from all Arab territory occupied in the aggression of June,
1967, and the securing of the Palestinian people’s rights
recognized on the Palestinian, Arab and internation
planes. That is :

1. The Palestinian people’s rights to self-determination
within the framework of our independent Palestinian
state on liberated Palestinian land — not a Pale_stinian.
Jordanian state to absorb the refugees, as Am’erlc.a-and
Israel intend, or as Sadat stated after Vance’s visit to
Cairo, which would be a new concession to the Zionist-
American enemy’s plans.

2. The return of all Palestinian refugees who were‘uprqo‘t‘ed
and evicted in the 1948 catastrophe to their original
homes.

3. The execution of the U.N. General Assembly_ decrees of
the last session, of November, 1976, relating to the
Palestinian cause.

4. Enabling the PLO, as the sole legitimate representative of
our people, to defend our people’s rights_, and assu me the
complete national responsibility in this respect in all
fields and in all international and Arab conferences,
independent of and on equal footing with the other
participants.

The possibility of a « peaceful » settlement, responding
to current Arab and Palestinian goals, becal:ne remote due 10
the deterioration of the Arab situation since the October

War.

We have to say plainly that American im.peri:‘:l“Sm
succeeded in splitting the Arab front, by pushing it 10
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side-battles and chusing the aggression against the Palesti-
pian Revolution, in order to intimidate, exhaust, and if
possible liquidate it, men and materials; or at least subject it
o the military and political tutelage of reactionary and
rightist Arab forces.

All these reversals enabled imperialism and « Israel » to
‘exert pressures against the Arab countries for further
concessions and retreats, towards the acceptance of Israeli
‘and American solutions to the Arab-Israeli and Palestinian-
Israeli problems; in other words, acceptance of and surren-
der to American-Israeli plans and programs step by step.
Precisely, these plans aim to:

1. Reach an American-Israeli settlement based on Israeli
refusal to retreat to the borders of June 4, 1967 ;

2. Resolve the Palestinian cause by liquidation and the
denial of the independent national rights of our people,
on the basis of further Israeli expansion and the
annexation of what remains of Arab Palestinian land to
the neighboring Arab countries, so as to submerge the
map of Palestine once more as in 1948 ;

3. Resettle, assimilate and dissolve the concentrations of our
people among Israel and the neighboring Arab countries,
within the context of the « United Kingdom » projects
and confederal union, rather than recognize the national
identity and the independent statehood of our people ;

‘4. Link the economy of the Arab region to the international
Capitalist market, and place oil, from source to use, under
- the control of imperialism.

These are the Israeli and American conditions for

f"s-étt.lement Current American political moves continue the
- Policy of imposing submission and pushing the area towards
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surrender to these conditions, either through the past
formula of the Geneva Conference of 1973, or outside the
Geneva Conference, through American initiatives and plans,
bilaterally between each Arab country and Israel.

The latest expression of this policy was the American
Secretary of State’s visit to the area, during which he
announced, in Tel Aviv, its salient points, summed up in the
agreement between the American and lsraeli positions on
our people’s cause. Relatively, this is what Sadat expressed
after his talks with Vance, when he stated in the common
press conference that « the PLO must study with the
Jordanian regime the manner of the Palestinian people’s
representation; and the PLO must determine with Jordan
the relationship between the independent state and Jordan,
before the GenevaConference ». In other words, this means
a return to the split representation of our people between
the Palestinian Revolution and Jordan, and a return to
liquidation and absorption in a confederal project, a United
Arab Kingdom, suggested in yet other statements. This is
what lIsrael and America want, and what has been refused
by our people and the PLO, and surpassed, since the Rabat
Resolutions of 1974.

The value of Sadat’s and Vance’s statements lies in the
extent to which they reveal the plans and programs of
America, Israel and Arab reactionaries and rightists, against
the Palestinian people’s rights, through containment and the
expropriation of land.

In confronting all these developments and probabilities,
the task falls to all the revolutionary forces, and the Leftin
particular, to consolidate the internal situation of the
Revolution and the PLO on the basis of the current program
adopted by the National Council session of June, 1974 ;and
to consolidate the total political gains and victories which
our people’s cause has attained on the Palestinian, Arab and
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front, rather than allo

3 :
o __I!St, SO as to unite the internal Pal

nternational levels, by emphasizing our people’s right t
 jndependant Palestinian state on all liberated landgand0 2I'lln
dﬂlt of the Palestinian refugees to return to the ho;nes frt i
W -ch they were driven in 1948 and 1967, as all in:)rn
nal onal decrees, of which the latest are the U N. decree el’f-
jovember, 1976, state; and the PLO’s right, as the sol
leg ,ggaat:arnepi)rr]gs_ept%tlwe of our people, to r,epresent (?ui

ivisible entity in i i
’gz:ferences.copcerning the cgrrenillt:\l.lrggblea:;ailr?:f rinmatlorpa}I
and Zionist Israel, and the reactionary conspipl)'c:;lcli?:s-

which aim to liquidate our cau ini
:mﬁonal e se and the Palestinian

gk A

mzt;:: EZSS'need th‘at the Palestinian National Council, in
its ne 10N, arrive at a tangible, precise and un'f" d
lp‘_osltlor} on the problems of our people at this sta s o0

ﬁjs.?onzlbl'ht,y. Thus our revolution may continue tc;g z’e:/Se(I): 4
- ppa t(i)(;:ne Zf ::)rlrlned struggle against the Zionist lsraelpi
o o Ar cguntry, on the road to regrouping the
i}rrmder el r; .forces to confront these plans for
e o quidation, an_d to halting the deterioration
ab situation, es'peaally along the confrontation

wing the current breakdowns and!
n and Israeli pressures to continue.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

retreats before America

nswer. From the
t'he_ thirteenth
Uncil is evident.

previous answers, the importance we
session of the Palestinian National

estinian front, we call

th - .
€ organizations of the Revolution to take effective
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rt in the activities of the Council and of the ney,
Fl?:(ecutive Committee of the PLO.

ust clarify our people’s concrete righ.ts: by
ational Council, plain and precise decisiong
le’s rights to self-determination and the

gw the right of Palestinian

i independent state, the : T
famdation'of |twrn tg the homes from which th Cy;en re|
refugees to retu tion of the United Nations era

Z“!°“?£’s|3"fe§£‘ﬁ,32ﬁ's'°3f 1974, and 1976, relative to our
S€

people’s cause.

Second, we m
making, in the N
based on our peop

nl

Third, we stress the status of the PL-CL azllstetrr:ng itz

| itimat; representative of our geople, on gbhms i

a(ilg other parties concerned wuth. theopt;)rosition of. e
o . St in .

tinian-Israeli conflict, _ bl
;\t:zbn;l:)ilsesto revive dual representation and all proj

tainment and absorption (the declarations of Vance,
con
Rabin and Sadat).

i i il.
These are our goals for this next National Counci
regarding the formation of the

: i he
ressed it during all t
learly exp the organizations of

As for our p<|)int o; v‘i:»:
National Council, we have w
COI'ISU|t3:tiOHS ea:r?d c::;u;:;))giata;nry éommittee .drlawr;sf ;g:l
e RqSIStT\lnctional Council. Our opinion, precisely, S
il Z of the National Council should be clmteion o
th.e Struwljirdate the ground upon which our revo uUIa
mclal Ifl(_)gsgtand. This will require the following formula.

. - f the

1)50% of the seats for the orgamzatlcs)nf” h(:) R

Palestinian Revolution, for thosc_e Yvho befxr a:ni]d:antity, o
restored the independent Palestinian nationa
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who are responsible for all the gains of our people,

2) 30 % of the seats for the m
‘and syndicates, which form the o
‘the wide base of our people.

ass organizations, unions
rganizational structure of

! - 3) 20 % of the seats for independents,
that they really are so

orga

on the condition
» and not simply partisans of one

rganization or another, trying to pass themselves off as
independents.

~ 4) This organizational plan will apply to the representa-
ion of our people wherever they are: in the occupied
homeland, in the Arab countries, and in foreign countries.
This proposal for the formation of the National Council
as opposed by other proposals calling for maintaining the
rmat of the previous Council with the addition of a few
‘independent members, and yet others for a wide-scale
‘expansion of the Council, but following no precise organiza-
nal principle — infinite expansion, which would have
oded the Council with bourgeois and reactionary
ments. The advocates of this proposal in the Preparatory

Committee had arrived at a figure of 307 or even 350
j bers for the Council.

Centrations of our people. In addition, the Preparatory
Mmittee partially reviewed the relative weight of the
fCes of the Revolution and the representation of the mass
'8anizations, and increased the number of seats for

“eMents not belonging to any organization (that is,
“G€Pendent of the organizations of the Revolution, but
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having a political affiliation)

The National Council encorlnpassdeso:hfh\éairsi‘?:; f:;?grtlnvf
iti ople an
olitical currents of our pe ; .
Emderate, progressive, rightist and even reactionary

Before the Council begins it§ work, we ho;;]e ;?Sc%r:s[i)g;i

for it politically and organizgtlo.nally througR g
ialogue among the organizations of the Re ce,

rix dl:: g(lljouncil will produce concrete political dec:mor_)s
tha(lit at rre\ore cohesive new direction of the PLO..’I_'hlls wul(:
' the Revolution a more solid, concrete poht!ca a||1
gvimizational base from which to continue the stril:agcgi:;
reraglize the rights of our people and defeat tf:; fl(;/n:f:posed_
to which our revolution and the PLO are curr

IED
SITUATION IN THE OCCUP
e TERRITORIES
THE TASKS OF THE
INTERNAL FRONT

Question 4. The situation in the territories rc:ccu;:::‘:sc:3 (I)I’;
1967 has become increasingly revolutionary |£ t eI :J:gon !
the crisis in Lebanon, coalescing around the ev% capan
thg %LO as sole legitimate representative of theta ar% o
people. Thus the Israeli andt {grgaahnl:?;l \[’)vlﬁgts m(::fns i

i i u : :
Z:: Sftci;(rurt(fi L?’?)?:{zglgh::)?epof the Palestinian National Front

in these areas ?

Answer. After the October War of _1 973, the r_evol(;let‘;g_
st a.tion in the occupied Palestinian terntonesI e
nary -‘:Itl: a tremendous uprising. Follo“’nng the resolu oy
lopedhm aabat Summit and the PLO's admlssuorfl o
O tatus in the United Nations in Noven_'\be!' 0 ; an,
ob_serve;sz uprising took a concrete organlzatlort?on s
gglsitige‘ll stand under the slogans,« No to the Occupa 3
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to King Hussein and the United Kingdom Project — Yes to

olf-determination and independence in an independent
lestinian state », « No to reactionary bourgeois leadership

in and outside the occupied Palestinian territories— Yes
y the Revolution and the PLO, the sole legitimate
resentative of our people ». Under the standard of these
s the uprising continued to play a principal role in
allenging the Occupation, shoulder to shoulder with the
O and the forces of the Revolution outside the occupied
territories, and particularly in Lebanon, in defense of the

evolution, our people’s right to independence and self-
determination, and the Palestinian refugees’ right to return
to the homes from which they were uprooted in 1948.

Thus our people within and outside the occupied
territories was able to defeat the Jordanian-Israelj and Arab

.vactionary projects for a substitute leadership to take the
place of the Revolution and the PLQ,

~ Our people knows well, from the experiences of its

- recent history, the catastrophic destiny to which it was led
by rightist and reactionary leadership from 1917 until the
beginning of the armed revolution on January 1, 1965..

~ It knows, as well, the miserable fate of its national cause
under the direction of rightist and reactionary Arab
countries in 1948, when it was uprooted from its homeland
and scattered; the same fate which awaited it in 1967, with
e occupation of the remainder of the Palestinian land.
This was the practical result of the policies of containment,
OUr people’s deprivation of arms, the elimination of its
Mational identity, and the total monopolization of its
Rational cause by the Arab countries.

_ This makes it clear why our people, inside and outside
o€ occupied homeland, has rallied to the PLO and the
Revolution, a leadership which springs from the depth of its
fanks, holding the gun as the principal axis for all its lines of
Struggle, on the way to return, liberation and independence.
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Our people’s ever-growing struggle is carried out tht:em:ghl
its organizational structures, which ‘mobilize r|,§s po rr:im
and all its patriotic classes. In the interior, this olrg; Za-
tional structure consists of the Palestinian Natlorr‘la ; drotr;‘t,
of which the basic forces are _the DFLP, Fat:li3 ak . he
Palestinian Communist organization of the West Bank, wa ]
the support of the social and professional unions an

i i i in the Interior.
ndicates, particularly the Union of Women i eri
§l'yhese havep played an outstanding role in orgapmnhg,
directing and mobilizing our wide popular base in the
occupied territories.

Outside the occupied territories, the_ I?LO and the arfmed
Revolution, with their transitional political progll_'?én, t:)r;r;
the organizational framework of our people. tg aa :
protected our people and the Revolution frqu e _ggn
ression in Lebanon and the plans of the,lsraeh, hmerlcan
and reactionary front. Thus our pgoples gausei asd“;]os
great stature in the Arab world and internationally, and ha
paved its just way across the world.

itional political program, which was first
pro-gges:edtrggsthe DFLpP on the eve of the OqtobTr War”m
1973, and which we continued to defend IQeoboglcair);,
politically, popularly and militarily, succeeded mLoec_omthg
the general program of our people and the Ph' 18 o
Palestinian National Courl1cil of lhutgetOfJnQZr:tie\:étn d:atrs:t ;tate

ition of our people’s rig o dent

;Cdo%?\::ng;urn of re%ugzes to their homeland, this ;)iro.gragﬂ
has constituted the solid political arm of our people mand
our strategic political triumphs against the Occgpatllo'n i
containment, on both the national and international levels

We are now observing new links in the F};]at;n Ofdatvtii:chrzs

ir: iqui an )

the conspiracy to liquidate these righ g

?iZ\ce its Iastpattempts in Lebanon to liquidate thﬁ Re\l/;;l:n
tion, men and materials, and expropriate its arms, have

. . f
defeated. Our people realizes the urgent necessity ©
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strengthen and develop the role of t

lave gathered force since Vance’s visj
' some Arab rulers to the America
=sPonse which'delighted Vance, and which Zionist Israeli

forcing organigegj action in its ranks, under the leader-
of the Palestinian National Front in the interior, and

Revolution and the PLO in all other areas where our
ople are located.

" As was made obvious by the «tour» of American
retary of State Vance in the area, we are witnessing
y an attempt to deprive our people of its unity of

presentation embodied in the Revolution and the PLO,

United Nations General Assembly in November, 1976.
ghtist and reactionary Arab circles have gone back to
ing way before American and Israeli conditions regarding
area, by once again proposing a dual representation of
the Palestinian people — by the Revolution and the PLO on
one hand, and by King Hussein on the other — with their
liguidationist proposals for a « confederal union » involving
he West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and Jordan.

At this stage the major forces of the Palestinian National
font in the interior must make an intense effort to expand,
he unions and syndi-

ates, which will sustain the struggle under the slogans of

Ur people’s rights and unity of representation. Thus we will

2 able to block the plans against our people’s cause, which

t, in the receptiveness
n-Israeli position — a

aders welcomed enthusiastically.

_ ,'.We have confidence in our people’s struggle in the

“Cupied territories, organized under the slogan, « Yes to
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jon and dissolution »; we
i ce — No to occupation T
Lnglipgggg:ience in the emphasis whgcntthgnlclie\;c::uzlr(‘)ir;yarg

! s

ce on our people’s rig :
mereztr(\)taggan as opposed to the regent.concefszc;]ns. These
:sm allow us to foil the plans fpyliqundatlonéhalt fhgeer:rr:l:
deterioration of the Arab pos.ltlc:n{hzni rrr?:eriecg r?ya o
ialities for struggle agains : ¢ .

E:zt(;r:lttliﬂ:lnfsof the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the alienation

of the rights of the Palestinian people.

FRONT
E JORDAN-PALESTINIAN
THE PAT‘IE-{'-I'O'I!|C AND NATIONAL TASKS OF JORDAN

Question 5. What are the obstaclesfbef:);e tali\ g?rr?satmg
i ordanian-Palestinian front {
?:Iataio:sri‘:it;dbe{ween the DFLP an;i the various branches of
the Jordanian National Movement ?

Answer.What precisely is required is the construscigﬁir: )?fof
a Jordanian national front to take the re.:sponeoples &
leading both the Palestinian and the Jordanian p

. -
i f a democratic nationa
an to the formation o ittic nabione
(])ir(tigfl Ijig:e(rjated from the domination oif’ Acmee(l;lfczjlg rl ér;;r)‘ L
lism, and to mobilize both peoples in def Zntermination AR
ind raleuan people'shrlg.htspetr(i)a“s;lic- %’lonist offensive.
i ce, against the 1mp e
!Ir"??iipe]':)(lj'zgni;’m g:ational front shoqld be l?srtmcfgmination
rogram for liberating Jordan from lmperlatru it
- dg bringing it to participate In the I?i re%%gnize "
anaeli-American plans. This program wou ) reCO e s
dsefend the right of the Palestinian peopi¢ to foune oth
independent state. All this is In the |r]1ct¢t:}r1e o, i
e e | an Pale?llrll'ar\rl’aralf/\to(\)/ement including
, the Jordanian Natio i, e
?ﬁi"%ﬁﬁz Jord]an organization, are rﬁsponglt;lep:‘ggmm,
formation of such a front arr;:ed wit ntsur(e::gime S
ici ese
st the policies (_)f the pr gl X i
gﬁtt:;;:%earll![ and assimilation of the Palestinian P
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and emphasizing the Palestinian people’s right to indepen-
dence.

The delay in forming this national front is caused by the
_conditions in which the Jordanian National Movement now
finds itself, the successive blows to which it has been
subjected, and the general deterioration of the Arab
situation — the inclination. to bow to American and Israel
‘plans for containment — all of which put great obstacles
before the groups of the National Movement.

As for the DFLP’s Jordan organization, it enjoys solid
relations in struggle with all the vital and effective forces of
‘the Jordanian National Movement. Their common political
struggle finds further expression in professional and syndical
struggle. In this respect, there is great cooperation between
the DFLP and the Jordanian Communist Party, and with
‘nationalist political and syndical figures, because of the
organized presence of these groups in Jordan. This is in

addition to the cooperation among all the organisms of the
Palestinian Revolution in Jordan.

THE CAIRO ACCORD AND
THE SITUATION IN LEBANON
OPERATIONS BY ISRAEL AND

THE RIGHT IN SOUTH LEBANON

Question 6. The isolationists have recently taken steps to
replace the Cairo Accord as the regulator of the relationship
‘between the Resistance and the Lebanese authorities. Is
‘there an attitude on the part of the Lebanese authorities in
favor of drafting a new agreement, on what basis, and what
IS the effect of this on the forces of the Palestinian
‘Revolution in South Lebanon ?

Answer. The rightist isolationist groups act in daily
Coordination with Israel, supported by imperialist circles,
Mot only to destroy and replace the Cairo Accord, but also
1o continue the conspiracy of encircling and striking the
Revolution. They attempt to confiscate the arms of the
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camps, to render the camps incapable of defending the
national rights of our people to return, self-determination
and independence; and helpless to defend even themselves
against rightist isolationist attacks and Israeli raids.

This is nothing new; it conforms with these forces’
general offensive against our people and the rights of the
Arab nation. As for the Lebanese authorities, there has
been no change in favor of drafting a new regulatory

agreement between them and the PLO, but there are
tendencies in favor of putting tighter restrictions on the
Revolution and the PLO, under the title, « Lebanese
Authorities’ Interpretation of the Cairo Accord ». This was
made obvious in the interpretation draft drawn up by the
Lebanese authorities’ consultant, which went beyond the
Cairo Accord and signalled plain intentions to confiscate the
arms of the camps and limit the Revolution’s existence to
police forces within the framework of the « Palestinian
Armed Struggle », at a percentage not exceeding three per
thousand of the population of each camp.

As for South Lebanon, the rightist forces, in direct and
daily coordination with Israel, are still launching their
aggressive attacks against the Revolution and its allies, and
trying to dominate the South and annul all the terms of the
Cairo Accord.

This has prompted the PLO to dispatch a corresponding
explanatory memorandum which is now being discussed by
the ArabQuadro-partite Committee, in hopes of arriving at a
practical, just, sincere and precise interpretation of the
Cairo Accord which can be executed in letter and spirit.

Hundreds of times the Revolution and the PLO have
stated their readiness to implement the Cairo Accord,
without any of these attempts at political blackmail and
falsification. We hope to arrive at a concrete collective
interpretation in the course of these discussions between the
Lebanese authorities and the PLO, witnessed by the
Quadro-partite Committee.
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THE INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE
THE HISTORIC COURSE OF
THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE
RELATIONS WITH DEMOCRATIC
AND LEFTIST ISRAELI FORCES

_ Question 7. The limits of the future democratic Palesti-
nian state will be determined by the relationship between
the stage in which the rights to an independent state and the
return of refugees are realized, and the evolution and
reactions during the later stages of struggle. How do you
expect this process to unfold ? What is the role of the
democratic and leftist anti-Zionist forces in Israel in this
process ? What are our relations with them, and what are
the limits of the development of such a relationship ?

Ans_we_r. So as not to « put the cart before the horse »
or, as it is said, not to « fish in the desert », we must first’
W|t_h the solidarity of all democratic and progressive forces,
which work for the welfare and security of the world, carry
out the transitional program of the Revolution and the
PLO. This program has its legal basis, on the Arab level, in
the Rabat Resolutions of 1974 and the Cairo Summit of
1976, and on the international level, in the United Nations
.General.Assembly decrees of 1974, 1975 and 1976, and in
international public opinion. This means, in effect, securing
the Palestinian refugees’ rights to restoration to their
homeland from which they were driven in 1948 and 1967
self-dgtermnation in the foundation of the independent’
State in the West Bank, Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, and
the right of the Revolution and the PLO to defend the
rights of our people in all political activities, conferences
and meetings, locally, in the Arab world, and interna-

- tionally.

~ The performance of these steps clears the way for a
series of evolutions and reactions in the later stages of the
Struggle towards a global, radical democratic solution of the

- Falestinian national cause and the Israeli problem, within

the framework of a unified democratic state in Palestine.
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Of course, the realization of the Palestinian people’s
right to protect their independent national identity wil|
largely clear the way before the effective development of
the democratic and leftist anti-Zionist forces in Israelj
society. Then they may start filling their role in the long
process of evolution away from imperialism, Zionism and
Arab reactionaryism, towards the desired complete radical
solution that will ensure real peace and security for the
population of Palestine, regardless of color, sex, religion or
race.

The DFLP and the Revolution consider the realization of
the immediate rights of our people the greatest dem ocratic
revolutionary action in this historical process. Furthermore,
the DFLP enjoys relations which are daily reinforced with
all the democratic and leftist anti-Zionist forces in Israel. We
share with them a common struggle for the rights of the
Arab Palestinian people at this stage, against Israeli Zionist
policy, which is based on aggression, expansion and colon-
ization, and against all plans for containment in neighboring
Arab countries, which aim at absorbing and dissolving the
Palestinian people in areas far from its homeland.

In this respect, too, we have criticized and objected to
the policy of some Palestinian elements in corresponding
with marginal Zionist circles, instead of communicating
with the democratic and leftist anti-Zionist forces, so as to
form an effective force, inside Israel, exerting pressure on
the Zionist forces and pushing them towards acceptance and
recognition of the rights of the Arab Palestinian people.

In this regard it is essential that we develop firm relations
with the Israeli Communist Party, Rakah, and the « Israeli
Council for a Just Peace », which iscomposed of democrat-
ic Israeli forces and personalities, and with other groups
which follow the same line, such as the Israeli Revolution-
ary Communist Union and the like.
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RELATIONS WITH THE
SOCIALIST CAMP
UNITY OF THE WORLD FRONT AGAINST
IMPERIALISM AND ZIONISM

Question 8. What are the DFLP’s relations on the inter-
pational level with the Socialist camp, working class parties
“in capitalist countries, and the national liberation move-
‘ments of Asia, Africa and Latin America? What is the
'DFLP’s role in strengthening Socialist-Palestinian rel-
ations ?

~ Answer. The Revolution enjoys, in the Arab world and

internationally, firm, developing relationships with the
Socialist camp, the working class parties in capitalist
countries, and the national liberation movements of Asia,
Africa and Latin America. These relationships are based on
the justice of our cause, and the struggle we share with these
forces against the common enemy of international imperial-
‘ism, in general, and American-Zionist imperialism and the
~ local reaction, in particular.

These relationships have been strengthened by the
~increasing awareness on the part of progressive forces
seeking the peace and welfare of the world, of the Zionist
‘movement’s imperialist, colonial, racist and expansionist
‘nature. This awareness was crowned by the United Nations
‘General Assembly decree of November, 1975, which con-
‘Siders the Zionist movement « racist and a form of racism ».
All world forces of struggle against racism should participate
actively in the struggle against Zionist ideology, its imper-
Jalist political movement, and its constant ally, American
Jimperialism, which work against Socialist countries and the
Pprogressive and liberation forces of the world.

In addition, the posjtion of the Revoiution and the PLO
‘has evolved in the definition of their front with friends and
allies and the reinforcement of the solidarity of this front.
‘Naturally, the revolutionary and realistic transitional
Program of this present stage has helped create a better
Understanding of our problems on the international level.
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On the basis of their common struggle, relations have
developed and grown between all these forces .and the
Revolution. In this respect, the DFLP has developed the
best forms of relationship in struggle and in principles, on
the basis of its ideological position and the necessity of
common struggle. For the battle against imperialism,
Zionism and international reaction cannot be divided; its
division works in favor of the forces opposing the freedom
of peoples and their right to self-determination and an
advanced, decent way of life.

The anti-revolutionary forces quite realize this, and
organize themselves accordingly in a solid, united inter-
national front to repress peoples and their democratic
liberation movements, and to prolong the duration of
imperialist dominance. This enables the Zionist movement
to play its expansionist colonialist role at the expense of the
people of Palestine and of the other Arab peoples. Thus the
Zionist movement participates actively in the repression of
the movements of the struggling peoples in the Middle East,
in addition to its international role, in alliance with
imperialism, against the movements of all peoples struggling
for liberation and progress, and in addition to its terrorist
role in socialist countries.

The active role the DFLP plays in this common struggle,
in increasing solidarity with our people’s cause, and in
strengthening Palestinian relations with the socialist coun-
tries and world national liberation progressive forces, is well
known. This is one of our constant daily tasks in the service
of our people and its Revolution, and in the creation of
conditions which will allow its victory at all levels, Arab and
international. The latest of these activities of our Front
were the visits early in 1977 to Cuba and the UBSR, after
visits the same delegation paid to Algeria and Libya.

In our contemporary world, there is no liberation
movement which can protect the rights of its people and
achieve its aims alone, isolated from the international forces
of struggle against the same enemy front. As the Zionist
imperialist front is unified in its strategic and general
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tactical position against the will of the peoples revolting for
liberation and progress, it is essential that these peoples join
ranks and coordinate so as to pursue their struggle and
achieve victory relying on an international strategic reserve.

The state of the Israeli enemy relies on common
planning with the forces of international imperialism and
reaction, thus acquiring the tactical and strategic depth to
support the mobilization of its potential, on the local and
international levels, against our people’s movement.The
only path for the Palestinian Revolution is to acquire a
corresponding international reserve to triumph over the
Zionist movement in the long-term historical process.

What applies to the Palestinian Revolution applies to all
Arab countries, but, sadly enough, while the enemy state
solidifies its international alliances with imperialism, the
Arab neo-bourgeois reactionary forces that control the
capabilities of our nation’s people adopt a policy of
fragmenting and disrupting our international alliances with
the forces active in the revolutionary process in the Middle
East and throughout the world. This policy does a great
service to the Zionists and imperialists, weakening the Arab
armies confronting aggression and occupation, and gradually
undermining the Arab-Palestinian front, pushing it towards
submission and cession of the rights of the Arab peoples in
general and of the Palestinian people in particular.

RELATIONS WITH THE NATIONALIST
ARAB REGIMES; NATIONAL TASKS

Question 9. On the Arab official level, the relations of
the Front could be characterized as being outside the
general Arab conformation which can be characterized as
« America’s Arabs ». The Front has instead established.
relations with the nationalist Arab regimes. What are the
tasks required of these regimes in the current stage of the
Revolution ? )

Answer. The tasks of these nationalist regimes are as
follows.
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SYRIAN-PALESTINJAN RELATIONS

Question 10. What is the D

FLP’s position on resuming
estinian-Syrian relations as they were before February of
1976 ?

Answer. The DFLP has stru
this, with the Syrian brothers an
PLO. Until February of 1976 the solidarity which existed
between Syria and the Revolution was a benefit for the

olution, Syria and both our peoples. When the crisis in

relationship arose, the fascists in Lebanon, local
reactionaries and Israeli-American circles began to aggravate

e factors of the crisis, pushing it towards a total armed
onfrontation.

ggled and is struggling for
d in the Revolution and the

During this period, from February of last year until now,

DFLP and the Fatah organization have exerted all
ble efforts in the Revolution and the PLO to prevent
uch a confrontation — hence the discussions of March 15,

76 with the Syrian leadership, and the agreement of April
1976. (The Palestinian delegations at these discussions
re from Fatah and the DF

LP, under the leadership of
ther Abu Ammar.) Even after the incident in June, the

diation ,of Libya, represented by Prime Minister brother
bdel-Salam Jallud, was welcomed, and led to the « cease-
» agreement of June 20, 1976, and then to the
eement of July 29, 1976. But up till now none of these
rts has led to a return of relations between Syria and the
Revolution to their state prior to February of 1976.

- Certainly, the enemy has succeeded in retaining various
ns of aggravating Syrian-Palestinian relations. This serves

plans of the enemy front of imperialists, Zionists,
Ightists and Arab reactionaries.

Now We are at a critical point, as the American, Israeli

d reactionary forces pursue their conspiracy against the
tinian Revolution and the people of our nation, and

**€p trying to create greater tension in Syrian-Palestinian

dl
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relations, to further their plans and impose the American-
Israeli solution on the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestin-
ian cause. They disrupt the solidarity among the Arab
confrontation forces, pushing them to offend each other
instead of unifying against Israel’s and America’s plans.

With this awareness of the dangers which threaten us, we
struggle within the PLO and the Revolution in the hopes
that all will realize the existence of these dangers and
participate seriously in the efforts to re-establish Syrian-
Palestinian relations, in such a way as to practically serve

" the common struggle for the liberation of occupied Arab
territory, the realization of the rights of the Palestinian
people to return, self-determination and independence, and
the unity of all patriotic Arab forces against the enemy of
American imperialism, Zionism and their allies in the Arab

nation.

During the last meeting to date between the Palestinian
delegation, led by brother Abu Ammar, and the Syrian
leadership, in February of this year in Damascus, it was
agreed to hold 2 series of meetingsto rectify our relations
on a clear, concrete, patriotic basis, after organizing the
internal Palestinian situation — the formation of the
National Council and the determination of the political and
organizational tasks it must cover. But once again the
situation deteriorated. Is spite of this, the Palestinians will
continue their responsible efforts to re-establish Syrian-
Palestinian relations on the basis of our common opposition
to reactionary Israeli and American plans.

For their part, American, Israeli and Arab rightist and
reactionary circles will continue their vile efforts to pus
Palestinian-Syrian relations towards further tension an
deterioration, in accordance with their plans for ouf

liquidation and capitulation.

RELATIONS WITH JORDAN
THE RABAT RESOLUTIONS IN LIMBO

Question 11. What are the limits of relations with
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Jordan, in light of the Rabat Resolutions and the decision

by the PLO Central C i
B nian authorities ?ounml to enter on a dialogue with the

Answer. The Rabat Resoluti

elati - 5 ons reopene .
I?:sr Lﬁgn:: ith the Jordanian regime, i thii:hrZsﬁueSt!on
pected since then. King Hussein requ:;&ttlion
a

delay to ian i
mo%tionsret?gr:sujortgaplan institutions in light of th
e practice’ 10 e re their application. However, the realite
Qe s monstrated that the Jordania’n regim .
o Resoluytiop service in announcing its adoptiongof ‘:h'S
e ns, but refuses to give them el
, In its'actions even contradicts thegra;ﬁilf;'

What the Rabat Resolutions state is the following

1)« Th ; )

Pl ﬁti‘:li:nl_oe's Ithe only_ legitimate representative of th
political andp(,oPe.”' This implies the PLO’s right tt e
reanizational presence:among the Pglestir?iaral

‘people east of the |
3 ordan, as :
‘that people wherever they, matyhge0 nly legal representative of

2) « Assu iti
)PLO's Ei?‘lfmgrfna”f conditions which will facilitate th

B irplics i tq its dutne; towardsits people, with aﬁ
PLO by over : ;lgnal and international suppor’t for th
the PLO's rightyto rab country.» This means guaranteeing
By o dca.rry out its struggle against the'Zionisgt
e from rdanian territory, to communicate f

_ its people in the occupied territories, androtT)

t all the needs of
| . of our people’s nati :
€ Occupation, until the defeat of the (ggf:llllpaSt?ijgﬁ e aminst

3) « Recognition of the righ

o the right of the Palestinian i
ounda:it:)r:]leifteigltqnes to self~detenninationpgﬁgleﬂ:z
v m(_jependent national state.» Thi
"rdanian attz?rsn attses Into practice as an end. to ﬁ
B the i tgs tg pressure the municipal counc?ls
of funds which werinisslazlgr:),' :ﬂ: ;:l? 2R o

Pport of the Resistance, in an attzrtn[SJ‘tmt)g] ';:r?(; tge
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toward Jordan at the expense of our people’s unity of
representation in the PLO.

all the efforts to induce the Jordanian regime

Up till now
lutions have ended in an

to implement the Rabat Reso
impasse.

The PLO Central Counc

il resolution for dialogue with
the Jordanian regime is based on the Rabat Resolutions. A
Palestinian work-paper has been prepared on the basis of
our people’s rights guaranteed at the international level:
unity of representation, the rejection of any return to dual
representation, our people sright to self-determination in an
independent state, and the refugees’

homeland.

right to return to their

jon still remains whether the Central
Council resolution will reach another impasse. This depends
on the Jordanian regime alone. It appears that the nego-
ciationsare leading to the same dead end, especially after the
statements by Vance, Sadat and the enemy prime minister

The biggest quest

to a dual Palestinian representation split
Hussein and the PLO, and on the contain-
Id form of 2 confederal union between the
d Jordan, to be agreed upon before the
neva Conference.

on the return
between King
ment plan inits o
Palestinian state an
reopening of the Ge

Obviously this represents 2 new submission to American
and lsraeli plans concerning the Palestinian cause, and 2
retreat from the established Rabat Resolutions.

This could be the green light to once again break off any
serious discussion of the implementation of the Raba
Resolutions, and put the Palestinian-jordanian dialogu®

back in a dead-lock.
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THE UNITY OF THE PALESTINIAN
NATIONAL FORCES UNDER THE
TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM

Comrade Nayef Hawatmeh, General Secretary of the
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, published
the following article in the magazine, Filistin al-Thawra, on
the occasion of the twelfth anniversary of the beginning of
the Palestinian Revolution.

Many times the fate of peoples is determined by daring
decisions taken at' decisive junctures of their history. The
‘decision taken by the Palestinian National Liberation

‘Movement. Fatah, at the beginning of 1965. in taking up
‘armed struggle as the method for the consolidation of the
Palestinian national identity and for regaining the rights of
the Palestinian people, was a major historical step on the
tong march of this people and in the determination of the
Iuture of the whole region. It is thersfore the right of all
Palestinian forces, as it is the right of all the Palestinian
‘Masses, regardless of the different classes.or social strata to
Whichthey belong, to celebrate the anniversary of this
Starting point as a great Palestinian national f estival.
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While the main forces of the Palestinian Resistance are
concerned with extinguishing the fuse of the Lebanese war,

the ‘isolationist, fascist forces continue on the other hand
their racist attack of hatred against the Palestinian people
and its resistance movement, and through their cunning
policies, aim at gaining time and destroying the agreements
which exist between the resistance movement and the
Lebanese authorities. They continue, in cooperation with
the Israeli enemy, especially in the South, their pro-
vocations against the comrades of the Palestinian Revolution
and against the patriotic Lebanese masses, in an effort to
sabotage the peaceful process and prevent the fulfillment of
the Cairo Accords, which guarantee to the resistance
movement freedom of mobility, armament and struggle
against the occupation forces of the enemy.

The reactionary, fascist fo

] rces of Lebanon are continuing
their attack on the politica

_ I level as well, trying to put
pressure on the inter-Arab restraining forces so as to drag

them into the conflict as an instrument for subjugating and
disarming the resistance movement, thus fulfilling the plan
of « besiege and destroy » which aims at extending the
isolationist hegemony to cover the whole of Lebanese soil.
Until the success of its manoeuvres, Lebanese fascism will
continue to threaten partition as an alternative to its
complete hegemony, in case of its failure.

The correct revolutionary position in the present sens-
itive circumstances implies above all, cautiousness, so as not
to be caught in the nets of these isolatjonist manoeuvres and
it implies countering the armed provocations which aim at
the creation of pretexts for the entrance of the inter-Arab
forces into the Palestinian camps and the disarmament of
the resistance movement. This calls for the highest degree
of prudence against the possible developments in Lebanon;
hence the steadfast retention of our guns, which have
al\_avays been, as they are now and will ever remain, the
Primary guarantee of the continuation of the Palestinian
liberation struggle and the independence of the Palestinian

Revolution and its political decisions. All of the Revol-
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situation and gave the* Zionist en
its military strength and even dou
policy of co-existence and tribali
with this deterior

emy more time to rebuild
ble it. The right-wing Arab
stic agreements will not be
ation, because active Arab

transitional objectives of the Arab liberation str

expulsion of the Israel occupation from all occupied Arab
territory and the establishment of the independent Palestin-
‘ian national state. Continued efforts to besiege the Pal-
estinian resistance and drain its revolutionary spirit so as to
obtain free concessions on the essence of the nati

cause, and the sabotage of Arab relations with its friends,
especially the socialist countries and the Soviet Union, will
only lead to more deterioration in the Arab position and
further disruption of the balance of power to the advantage
of the Israeli enemy. The Arab right will get no benefit from
its present policy of proclaiming « the approaching »
agreement, when it is with its own hands sowing disorder in
the conditions for its real ization, manoeuvring itself into the
dead end of a very problematical situation.

We therefore recognize the historical
which lies on the shoulders of the Arab nati
particularly on those of the Palestinjan national movement,
in this sensitive period of our- modern history.” This
responsibility consists of active and unflagging opposition to
this right-wing program, and the escalation of the struggle
for the realization of conditions which will ensure the
fulfillment of the transitional national objectives. We have
before us the shining example of our heroic masses in the
occupied homeland, who for over two years have been
carrying on a continuous uprising against the Occupation
and its instruments of exploitation, and who have not
slackened, even in the darkest hours of the Lebanese war,
their full support of the PLO and its transitional national
Program. Our young men and women, and all our masses,
emphasize through their daring opposition to the tanks and

soldiers of the Occupation, tha

t this struggle of theirs will
fot end until the departure of the last Israeli soldier and the

responsibility
onal movement,
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realization of Palestinian independence. Through this
emphasis they check at the same time the moves of the
reactionary Hashemite regime and its defeated symbols
(with  Ja’bari at their head) which try, in coordination with
the Zionist occupiers,to ruin the Palestinian struggle, prevent
the realization of national sovereignty, and once again
divide the Palestinian soil with Israel.

At the beginning of its thirteenth year the Palestinian
Revolution, in spite of the continuous attempts to destroy
her and in spite of her losses in Lebanon, remains the
Possessor of an enormous strength, and a power which
cannot be easily ignored. In addition to its great popular
support in the homeland and the countries of exile, the
Palestinian resistance still maintains its weight on both the
Arab and the international levels, a weight demonstrated by
the resolutions it has attained in the United Nations,
particularly the resolution concerning the establishment of a
national Palestinian state and guaranteeing the repatriation
of the Palestinian exiles.

This enormous asset must not be wasted. Such a waste
would be the consequence of deviation from the national
line, either in the capitulationist direction in which the Arab
right is moving — and this is the more dangerous — or in the
nihilist and adventurist direction which skips over the

realities and provides the Revolution with nothing less than'

its own suicide. On the contrary; such an asset requires
more consolidation and reinforcement through perseverence
in the policy of national mobilization and in efforts to
consolidate national unity; it requires the elevation of the
national alliance represented by the PLO in its present form
to a higher level than that of a mere meeting-point of a
national front nature. The consolidation of the existing
alliance between Fatah and the DFLP is undoubtedly, and
in a special way; one of the main foundations for such a
development on the way to the national unity necessary for
the independence of the Palestinian resistance and its role as
the official and sole representative of the whole of the
Palestinian people, wherever they may be.
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¢ for the Liberation of Palestine
reciation the congratulations
and organizations on the
f our foundation.

The Democratic Fron
acknowledges with sincere app
extended by the following parties
occasion of the eighth anniversary 0

The Egyptian Communist Party.

The Jordanian Revolutionary Progressive Movement

The National Liberation Front of Bahrein

The Representatives of Pol isario in Spain

The Embassy of the Soviet Union in Beirut

The Committee of Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa
and Asia of the Soviet Union

The Ambassadors of the socialist countries to Lebanon,
who met with comrade Abu Adnan, member of the political
bureau of the DFLP, to offer congratulations on the
anniversary of the armed foundation of the DFLP.

The Communist Party of the United States of America

The Committee of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

of the United States
The General Secretary of the Spanish Labor Party
The Union of Spanish Communist Youth.

The Catalan Committee of Solidarity with the Pales-

tinian People.

The Unified Popular Labor Movement of Chile in"Spain
The Friends of the United-Nations in Spain

The International League for the Self-determination of

Peoples in Spain
The organizations and suppor
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The section of the DFLP in Algeria gave 2 series of
popular festivals with the participation of the National
Union of Algerian Youth, the head of mternationai relations
of Polisario, the director of the Palestinian Revolution radio
station in Algeria, the General National Union of Yemeni
Students, the supporters of the Lebanese National Move-

ment, and the representatives in Algeria of the PLO, the
Palestine National Liberation Movement & Fatah », and the

French, 2 special newspaper entitled Tell al-Zaatar and an
anthology of poems from the occupied territories, and
organized 2 photographic display on the struggle of the
palestinian people.

In the Democratic Republic of Yemen, an entire week
was set aside for a series of television and radio interviews
and for the celebration of festivals throughout the country-
Leading figures from the Unified pPolitical Organization of
the National Front, representatives from the embassies of
the socialist countries, and representatives of Arab and \
other natiomal liberation movements participated. Speeches
were presented by the Unified Political Organization of the
Yemeni National Front, the Yemeni government, the
National Movement of North Yemen, the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Oman, the local representative of the
PLO, the General Union of palestinian Teachers, and the
representative of the DFLP in Yemen.

In Libya, 2 festival was held in Tripoli, in which
participated representatives of the Libyan government, the
Arab and socialist embassies, the PLO, the organizations (o)
the Palestinian resistance, and the Palestinian popular
organizations and syndicates. Speeches were given by the
representatives of the PLO and the DFLP in Libya.

‘Sections in Fran
,tudents, ) Leﬁzn:sfe t(i:'ie General Union of P i
. unist Party, the Jordani bl Lty g ale'Stmian
;,mmunist e thaman Communist Part Pl Sl
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ociali R o o
| qc.ialist PLr::yP;;rfty, g n&;tcl;‘dents, the Baath
frican ey of Morocco, the Asso i t'he e
: tudents, and the J:ﬁglr(])n ?fINorth
of lIranian

Students
€moignages chrétiens ». nion of Communist Labor and

In France, supporters of the DFLP organized festivals in
several cities and towns, with the participation o
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In West Germany, popular festivals, including per-
formances by Palestinian and Greek folkoric music groups,
were held in many cities. The West German Communist
Party, the Mideast Committees of Frankfurt, Aachen and
Koln, the Union of Arab Students in Germany, the
Committee of Palestinian Workers in Koln, a delegation
from Eritrea, and the sections in Germany of the Com-
munist Parties of Italy, Spain, Greece, and Afghanistan,

took part.

in the United States, festivals, films and folkloric
exhibitions were organized in several major cities and towns,
with the participation of the Communist Party of the
United States, committees of solidarity with the Palestinian
people, the Baath Arab Socialist Party, the Palestine
National Liberation Movement « Fatah » and several
independent progressive Palestinian figures.
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it. We perpetually state our solidarity with the Lebanese and
Palestinian -brother-peoples in their just struggle for a
unified democratic Lebanon and the Palestinian Resistance’s

right to its presence in Lebanon according to the Cairo
Accords.

Comrades,

The situation in the Arab region is distinguished by a
vast movement of rightist and reactionary forces, and the
principal and most dangerous feature of this movement is its
intent to impose surrenderist solutions on the Palestinian
cause and consecrate the Israeli aggression. The rightist and
reactionary Arab forces have begun to unveil their true
attitudes by opposing the Arab Palestinian people’s right to
self-determination and the foundation of its independent
national state in its homeland. The leaders of these forces
have begun to deliver statements and take steps directed

against the independent national identity of the Palestinian
Arab people.

In general, the reactionary and rightist Arab forces act in
conformity with Zionist imperialist plans, which have as
their basis the total rejection of the essential nature of the
Palestinian cause as a people’s struggle for its right to
self-determination and independents national statehood on
its land. These plans propose incomplete solutions for the

Israeli occupation of Arab territory, and refuse the with-
drawal of the occupation forces.

The Arab National Liberation Movement in general, and
the Palestinian national popular movement and its just cause
In particular, confront in these conditions great dangers.
This demands that all Palestinian national forces unite in
their struggle, throughthe PLO and through struggle in
Common with the Arab progressive forces and all socialist
and progressive forces in the world: adopting and tightening
e various forms of struggle, to defeat the reactionary
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Zionist imperialist plan and enable the Arab Palestinan
people to secure its legitimate rights.

Comrades,

As a part of their conspiratorial activity, reactiona-
ryism, Zionism and imperialism conspire against our
revolutionary lIrag, one of the pioneer revolutionary
institutiors in the area and in the. Third World, and try
to destroy our revolutionary line and progressive activi-
ty.

Recognition of Irag’s position and goals places on
progressive shoulders the task of confronting all terrorist
and conspiratorial attempts, no matter how disguised or
veiled, and developing the progressive national front to
firmly entrench the revolutionary process in our country.

Our party, as the Central Committee has stated, stands
firmly beside the national authority in Irag and the Baath
Arab Socialist Party, against all conspiratorial activities
which offend our struggling people, its toiling masses and its
progressive advances.

It is the task of the Arab regimes and forces to arrive at a
common formula for struggle according to the demands of
the current stage and the ability of the Arab National
Liberation Movement to unify its line and potential, build
its progressive front, confront the enemy forces and defeat
their plans. This task is especially urgent in the current
situation. -

One again we salute our conrades of the DFLP on their
anniversary celebration, and wish them complete success in
the struggle of their people and nation. We salute as well all
groups of the Palestinian Arab people, inside and outside
the occupied territories.

54

IRM ADHERENCE
TO PALESTINIAN NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE

~ Excerpts from the address given in Baghdad by comrade
Arabi Awwad a leading figure in the Palestinian }/’Vationa/

Front, on the occasion of the ei ;
B tion of the DFLP. eighth anniversary of the foun-

Our celebration this year of the eighth annivers

Democratic Front for the Liberatioﬁ of Palestin:r;,n?if t::
twelfth anniversary of the Palestinian Revolution, has a
special significance. The vast participation of our masses
Within and outside the occupied homeland, in these
celebrations, emphasized their determination to continue
the armed struggle until final victory. For the first time the
’ lebratlor!s. in the occupied territory produced a large-scale
E!l!eass mobilization. Demonstrations and marchesin Jerusa-
‘lem, Nablus, and throughout the West Bank and the Gaza
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Strip, confirmed that our people will continue its revolution
without retreat regardless of all attacks and conspiracies...

Our masses still struggle against the Occupation, which is
armed with the weapons of American imperialism. We shall
never retreat, nor be intimidated by the many forms of
terrorism directed against us: the martyrdom andim rison-
ment of thousands, the destruction of hundreds of houses,
none of these has ever deterred the struggle of our people
against the Occupation... This past year has also seen for the
first time a great development of the Palestinian masses in
Galilee and the Triangle. These masses rose up in the face of
the Zionist oppression and intimidation of twenty-eight
years, and proclaimed their independent Palestinian will and
their rejection of discrimination and the expropriation of

land...

It is clear that the intention of the conspiracy in
Lebanon and the interference of the Arab League forces was
to put great difficulties before the Palestinian Revolution.
This has created a suitable climate for removing the
Palestinian hindrance to imperialist plans. This was made
obvious by the visits t0 the region during the past two
weeks of the representatives of imperialism, like a rich
man’s survivors competing for the inheritance. These
representatives state that there is one obstacle to the
American-lIsraeli solution, and that is the Palestinian
obstacle; and that this obstacle must be removed. The plots
and difficulties which the Palestinian Revolution now
confronts are but part of a broader American imperialist
scheme to regain its dominance of the Middle East and to
strike at the Arab national movement as a whole...

...In fact they intend to impose 2 settlement, and 10
force concessions. They insist that a relationship between
the Palestinian state and Jordan be established before the
convening of the Geneva Conference or any other confe-
rence, and that the Palestinians should be represented by 2
joint delegation from Jordan and the PLO This has been
presented in the guise of an Arab suggestion proposed
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Palestinian and Lebanese Scouts sing ata festival.

In Lebanon, in spite of the difficult circumstances,
festivals were held in Beirut and several other cities and 11
the Palestinian camps- The various Palestinian and progres
sive Lebanese Forces took part, and speeches were given by
comrades of the Central Committee and the Political Bu real
of the DFLP. In addition, a series of song fests 'W{H?
organized by the Democratic Organization of Palestinian

Youth.
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THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON

FEBRUARY 25, 1977
BETWEEN AKEL AND THE DFLP

Following an invitation by the Political Bureau of the
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine to the
Political Bureau of the Progressive Party of the Working
People of Cyprus AKEL), a delegation from AKEL,
consisting of comrade Christos Petas of the Political Bureau,
visited the DFLP in Lebanon from February 21 to 25,
during the celebration of the anniversary of the armed

emergence of the DFLP.

The delegation was received by comrade Nayef Hawat-
meh, the secretary general of the DFLP, comrade Mamduh,
the commander-in-chief of the revolutionary armed forces,
and comrade Zaid Alawi, the secretary of the Central
Committee and head of international relations of the DFLP.
At the end of the visit to the various Palestinian refugee
camps, social and medical institutions of the DFLP, as we
as militia and armed units in the south of Lebanon, the
delegation held important negotiations on matters ©
common interest, particularly the further development O
the existing fraternal relations between the two parties
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AKEL condemns all the attempts to liquidate the Pales-
tinian revolution and to change the present patriotic and
revolutionary leadership of the PLO, to replace it with

reactionary and right-wing elements.

AKEL values greatly the vanguard and decisive role
played by the DFLP within the PLO in developing the
struggle of the Palestinian people for national independence.

The DFLP and AKEL base the development of their
fraternal relations on the joint cooperation and joint
struggle against imperialism and Zionism on the principle of
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism.

The talks took place in a cordial and fraternal atmos-
here characterizing the relations existing between the

DFLP and AKEL.

AKEL invited a delegation from the leadership of the
DFLP to visit Cyprus. The invitation has been accepted and
the time of the visit will be specified soon.

Beirut, 25th February 1977.
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CHALLENGES CONFRONTING THE
PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCI L

published in the official organ,
al-Hurriyah, volume 808,
March 7, 1977

The Palestinian National Council convenes next week
under heavy pressures. All are concentrating on urging
« moderation » in the Palestinian position. Statements by
Lhited States Secretary of State Vance, and statements
rom several Arab states he visited, would seem to make the
blem of achieving a permanent solution and settlement

e conflict the responsibility of the Palestinians !... Even
increasing obstinacy of the Israelj position is lost beside
concentrated efforts to make the Palestinians take a
asonable and moderate » position, and so on ! I... The
10st dangerous aim of these pressures is that of extracting
¥ important concessions from the PLO.

The first concession involves lumping together the
Uestion of independent Palestinian representation and the
of Jordanian-Palestinian relations, so as to cause the
utions of Arab summits and the United Nations
ral Assembly which recognize the PLO as the sole legal
Te€sentation of the Palestinians, to be countermanded.
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This is all to the purpose of denying the PLO its right to
continue its independent representation of the Palestinian
people in divers international assemblies, and of subjugating
this representation to tutelage from various sources. The
PLO would thus lose command of its cause, and have to give
in to the many forms of pressure directed at transforming
this issue of representation into a mere formality. It is
evident that this is a preliminary step to selling out the core
of Palestinian rights.

The second concession would be the setting of the prior
condition of establishing a formula of Jordanian-Palestinian
unity between the Jordanian regime and the territories to be
ceded by the Occupation. Thus putting the cart before the
horse would divert attention from the primary issue; the
end of the Occupation must come first, and with it the
realization of the Palestinian people’s independence within
the framework of a completely sovereign state; then this
people will be able to decide freely and equally the nature
of their relationships with the neighboring Arab countries.

Therefore it appears that the current pressures on the
PLO merely aim at extracting concessions with regard to its
independent representation and its demand for an indepen-
dent national Palestinian state. Israel is not making any
corresponding offers, with her increasing insistence on the
annexation of the greater part of the land and on the
continued denial of the independent existence and the
rights of the Palestinians. The Americans claim their only
role is one of alleged neutrality, and that they will neither
propose nor impose a settlement on the conflicting parties
of the area, but rather « aid them with dialogue to achieve
this settlement », as iterated by Vance !

What is meant by this is simply that America will not e

its weight to counter Zionist obstinacy, but will allow th:
local balance of power to determine the shape © t
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g 197,4 n the three years since the last Council met

& » the present Council will convene. Political

eOr;,n :1 a:dltlon to deciding the role of the Palestinian
b the PLO in ‘the ensuing stages. Will the PLO
 Play o represent its People’s cause, and subsequently

1 e decisive role in thearea’s conflict 2 Will these
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current pressures lead to the gradual isolation and excly.
sion of the PLO from its vanguard position defending
the rights of the Palestinian people and the future of its
homeland ?

The search for the answers to these questions leads us to
the preceding period, especially these past months during
which the format of the Palestinian National Council was
established. This period saw efforts and heavy pressures tg
make basic changes in the format of the Council, efforts ang
pressures corresponding to the current of retreat and
surrender which calls upon the PLO to abandon its position,
its line and the national cohesion among its leadership. In
this respect we note the following points:

1) In spite of all the attempts to pack the National
Council with elements inclined to bow to political blackmail
and to the pressures of opposing forces, the major Palesti-
nian forces succeeded decisively in maintaining the charac-
ter of the Council, protecting its broad national cohesi-
veness, and keeping its leadership among the nationalist
forces and currents; they also prevented defeatist elements
with suspect relationships from achieving a significant
influence in the Council. The increase in the membership of
the Council did not fulfill the aims of those few voices who
had called for this increase in the hopes of disrupting the
nature of the Council, its general direction, and its
representation of the wide range of the Palestinian national
base.

2) On the political level, we presently notice certain
political colorations which vary from the frank call for
retreat from the transitional program adopted in 1974 10
the more reserved call for this same retreat, but in the guise
of keeping our national goals vague because, it is claime :
their clarity would bring about concession and compr®
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mise ! ! These elements cannot withstand the overwhelming
popular unanimity which exists on national goals and the
PLO’s program. The convening of the Council will see the
presentation of documents and petitions from all gatherings
of the Palestinian people, and especially from the occupied
erritories and Jordan, stressing the necessity of adopting
he following goals:

- — The right of the Palestinian people to establish its
independent national state on its liberated land s

The right of the refugees to return to their homeland
possessions, as emphasized by the latest Uhited Nations
ssolutioiis;

— The right of the PLO to independent and unique

epresentation of its people in all international assemblies,

<

‘indicated by the United Nations resolutions which
perceded resolutions 242 and 338 and other resolutions
foring the rights of the Palestinian people, with .no

n "inishing of or tampering with this representation.

The occupied territories are also preparing for an
lormous wave of demonstrations in emphatic support of
2 PLO and its leadership. Information also indicates that
thin the Council the nationalist, radical elements are
B steps to adopt these goals and to block the
euvres of recidivist elements and their attempts to
direct or indirect concessions by preventing the
uncil from specifying its people’s goals, and to delude the
ple by holding toavague broad and empty general
imework,

] LE
3) As regards the choice of the new Palestinian leader-
.the Council must ¢hoose to ensure broad national
“&SIveness, successful action to realize the decisions of the
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Council, the guidance of the struggle on the path to further
victores, the protection of the Revolution, and the rgpul-
sion of any transgression upon it. The only choice is to
retain the unity of the direction of the PLO and the
representation of all organizations in it, and to exclyde
those independents who have no significant political weight
and do not play an evident militant role in achieving the
goals of the Palestinian people. The independent representa-
tives should be selected according to the measure of their
daily links with and their role within the active 'm'ass
struggle, andwithoutfalling into the trap of compromise,
which would flood the direction with elements and currents
with no connection to the goals, struggle and sacrifices of
the people.

The National Council is faced with the great task of
proving the Palestinian people and its national movement
equal to the present challenge, and capable of protecting its
popular Revolution and its political line. Successful'passage
through the present stage is possible only on the basis of the
role of the PLO and the potential of the Palestinian people,
and on the basis of a political line which neither accepts
retreat nor yields to the current pressures, but follows the
road, however arduous, to decisive victory.
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THE TASK FACING THE PALESTINIAN
NATIONAL COUNCIL:
AN EXPLICIT, UNITED POLITICAL STAND

— Development and consolidation of the transitional
program in light of the gains of the previous years;

— Clarification of provisional aims through struggle to
establish an independent national state

published in the official organ,
al-Hurriyah, volume 809 March 14, 1977

When the Palestinian National Council meets this week,
now that agreement has been reached on its format and
expansion, it will be confronted with major tasks which
cannot be neglected, and which demand a precise political
stand. This stand will provide the PLO and the Palestinian
Revolution with a political weapon to face the dangers, the
attacks on their victories and on the recognition of the PLO,
and the attempts to bury the Palestinian people’s cause —
illustrated by the Rabin-Carter talks, during which they

claimed that the Palestinian question is not the core of the
Arab-Israeli conflict!...

This new session of the National Council convenes
thirty-three months after the previous session adopted the
first transitional program presented by the Palestinian
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Revolution. It was the first transitional program in the
history of the Palestinian national struggle. This Te:n-poi.nt
Program represented a great political and ideological vic-
tory, and a defeat for the mihilist ideology and position
which refused to clarify any provisional goals for which the
Palestinian masses could struggle. In presenting the tran-
sitional program, and under its banner, the Palestinian
masses in and outside the occupied territories have waged
their political and military struggle, achieving political
victories on the Arab and international scales, from the
Rabat resolutions to the resolutions of the Non-aligned
Nations, the African nations, and the UN.

Thus the Ten-point Program gained Arab and internatio-
nal legitimacy, and the vast majority of the countries of ’fhe
world recognized the PLO and the right of the Palestinian
people to self-determination and to the establishment of an
independent national state on its lands.

And now, after thirty -three months of developments,
events and situations through which the Palestinian Revolu-
tion has passed, it becomes clear that this transition;l
program must be developed, clarified, and consolidated in
such a way as to assimilate all the victories won on the Arab
and international levels. By such development we can close
the road to the American and Israeli plans, and to the
various pressures which seek to impose hegemony and
tutelage on the Palestinian people.

The countering of these attempts calls for greater clarity
of political positions and provisional goals.

Political vagueness, the denial of the need for _develop-
ment and clarity, serves the trends of defeatism and
submission to hegemony, and would serve the current
attempts and pressures. The results of political vagueness ar e
obvious: defeatism, despair, and evasion of the issues i1
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‘backwardness and forwardness, instead of facing the enemy
front with a lucid political weapon serving to establish and
‘absorb the gains of the Palestinian people and deploy them
against the enemy front. This political weapon will enable
the Palestinian struggle to stand firm and face these
pressures and obstacles. Political clarity means the continua-
tion of the struggle, while political vagueness means
defeatism, despair and surrender.

y It comes as no surprise that those opponents of political
definition and clarity who stood against the Ten-point
Program during the last session of the Council, and branded
the program a conspiracy, are the same people who are
presently opposing the development and definition of this
en-point Program as a « new conspiracy ». With this
transitional program we have won victories on the Arab and
international levels. In the past few years, the world has
been: divided into two camps with respect to the Palestinian
question; a wide international front supporting the PLO and
‘the Palestinian people’s right to establish its independent
national state has come into being. Now we find among us
those who advocate political vagueness, while in the
gantime, the enemy front (the United States and Israel)
‘dttempts to suppress these victories and refuses to recognize
{the rights of the Palestinian people.

L

- Clarity of the political position is a tool for organizing
and unifying the Palestinian people’s mass struggle. It also
€s to consolidate the Arab and international legitimacy
the PLO as the sole representative of the Palestinian
€ople. The Palestinian National Council, in this session,
must clearly and emphatically challenge all trends of
efeatism and attempts to impose hegemony. It must also
sent a specific package of absolutely clear political

Solutions as a program of struggle, so as to strengthen,
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enrich, consolidate and develop the previous program.

The Council must crystallize the tangib!e rights of our
people by clear and precise political resolutnoqs based upon
our people’s rights to self-determination and an independent
state.

Five resolutions are called for:

1) The unacceptability of United Nations resolt_:tions
242 and 338, which deal with our situation as a question of
refugees instead of as a question of nationhood and
self-determination.

2) Our right to self-determination within the.framework
of an independent Palestinian state, and thg right of our
people to return to the homeland from whlqh they were
evicted in 1948, on the basis of the United Nations
resolutions of 1974, 1975 and 1976.

This means, in the place of the divisif)n of land and
people, of annexation and reset_tler_'nent, in place of the
disbarring of self-determination within the framewqu of‘an
independent national state on liberated Ignd, starting wnh
the West Bank and Gaza, the countering of all Israeli
expansionist efforts (Carter’s latest declaration a!)out_secure
Israeli borders after his discussions with Rabin); it also
means countering the annexationist solution that Israel
awaits. It means countering a « substitute homeland » or
the resettlement and division of the Palestinian people
among the Arab states or other states.

3 ) Insistence. on the role of the PLO as the solg legal
representative of the Palestinian people, on equal foot!ng t?
all participants, in questions regarding t.he Arab-PaIestlman_
Israeli conflict, and its presence as an mdepgnder!t dele_ga
tion in every conference dealing with the subject, including
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the Geneva Conference.

The independence of the Palestinian delegation empha-
sizes the right of the Palestinian people to establish its
independent national state, The relationship between this

single unified Arab delegation, this would lead to the denial
of the recognition of the Palestinian people’s rights and
self-determination. This issue is not a matter of formality,
but a question of an importance demonstrated by the latest
Carter-Rabin declarations, in their refusal to recognize the
Palestinian question as the core of the conflict, and their
continued denial of an independent role for the PLO.

4) A clear political position denouncing the American
schemes for the area and for the resolution of the
Palestinian question.

5) The consolidation of our relations with our friends:
the Socialist states, the non-aligned nations, and African

states. This wide front represents the strategic international
depth of the Palestinian Revolution, just as America
fepresents the strategic international depth of Israel.

~ Strong continued alliance between the Palestinian Revo-
lution and those who struggle for progress, freedom and
Peace, ensures. the victory of the Palestinian Revolution.

These political resolutions should be paralleled by
8anizational resolutions to consolidate national unity by
Means of actual democratic reforms of the various branches
of the PLO, on the basis of past experience. These reforms
Should lead to increased participation on the part of the

€ombatant national forces, and should put an end to the
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policies of monopolization of the various organisms of the
PLO.

Such is the path to actual national unity. Talk about
unity will remain meaningless unless it is reflected in actual
and democratic participation in the various functions of the

PLO by all groups of the Resistance and by every national
force. :

- K : |
Comrade Salih Raafat, member of the Politburo of the DFLP.

THE SPEECH GIVEN BY THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE DFLP BEFORE THE PALESTINIAN
NATIONAL COUNCIL DURING ITS 13th SESSION

- Comrade Salih Raafat, member of the Politburo and the
Central Committee of the DFLP, gave the following address
ore the thirteenth session of the Palestinian National

vOther Chairman of the National Council,
Brothers in arms,

_~ Under the banner of the transitional program, the
ten-point Program which was adopted by the twelfth
Falestinian National Council, our people has achieved a
eries of gains and victories. The Executive Committee, in
addition to its political report, will enumerate these
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victories on the Arab and international levels. We should not
overlook the greatest victory of all: the great mass uprising

in the occupied territories, which has not ceased for two
years. This uprising would not have mobilized such numbers
and possessed such courage without the present program,
which satisfies the needs of our people, and which gua-
rantees as well its national independence and an end to the
wretched occupation and reactionary annexation.

American imperialism, racist Zionism and local Arab
reaction have mobilized all their resources against this
program and attacked it since its inception. The Palestinian
Revolution has had to struggle, on many fronts, for three
years in defence of this program. The most significant of
these fronts were the defence of the masses and the
Revolution in Lebanon, the struggle against the local
administration project and attempts to impose alternate
leadership in the occupied territories, and the struggle
against attempts by the Jordanian regime to regain its
political role at the expense of the PLO and the Palestinian

people.

In Lebanon, our people waged a courageous armed
as a

struggle against attempts to liquidate it and its gains
step towards denying our people’s rights of return, self-
determination and the establishment of its independent
state. Our people struggles against attempts to disarm it, and
against encroachment on the independence of the Revo
lutionand the Palestinian military and political stand.
Struggling with the support of our Lebanese brethren and
the Lebanese nationalist and progressive movement, our
people gave thousands of martyrs, wounded and maimed-
After the United States succeeded in splitting Arab unity bY
completing the Sinai Agreement, it wanted to achieve
further goals through the developments of the civil war In
Lebanon._ These goals were not limited to weakening the
Palestinian Revolution, containing it, and imposing tutelage
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pon it. The United States want
ed, further, to ;
into Lebanon, and attract her to thé Americ; thn'm i
FLP has warned, since the i . n solution. The
) e the inception of the differences

jb‘etween Syri
betw yria and the Palestinian Revoluti
g ni onon m
] F;l;pizgllistr:e anlaebfmhes_e-Palestmlan crisis, that An?:::Za?lf
o Creat;lg »tISt _apd reactionary Arab forces are
R a political a}nd military confrontation
B0 o Pales |2La|1ingeRi:;:’I;1th:)n and Syria which would
en t . accept the leadershi
:'ug;tls:/ ez;rdtgeacglonary A_\rab canmp; and whichrscl)pul(c)jf
e Thé o tle pursuit of American and suspect
e d velopments which followed the war in
e tlEl)eove'rf out our vyarnings. The ceasefire in
g ’the relatiopo ;\t_lcal discussions towards resolving the
e el 'ns |dp between Syria and the Palestinian
e ,but hap‘)/ aced the Lebapese-Palestinian crisis on a
uther;1 s e noht resolvgd it. The explosive situation
o b on, the coqtlnued attempts to disarm the
. on al}t;utrallze its gains, are proofs of the
e presencn 'the continued conspiracy against the
e Therefor:: ltr;] Lebanon and against any Palestinian
e T L DFLP_asks the Palestinian National
pass resolutions which will ensure the following:

Strict
Remlmaig:ertence“to the right of the Palestinian
o military presence in southern Lebanon

d unhindered f
5 reedom of
occupied territories. Fiovement. towdrd: e

irm solidarity with th i
i the progressive and nationali
Lebanese forces, and consideration of such solidarity &:;S:
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o .
Lebanese government, and rejection of all0 fat;s:ngeople
re-interpret this agreement at the expense Sousol
and its Revolution, as is presently being a

Lebanon.

O eople in the occupied territorieg, incltt:dmr% a:)ls:lz
classelsJ rarr:d nationalist forces, revolted a'gzunlst:e rtn:tg tg -
for local administration and Ieadersh!p ah g
Revolution and the PLO. (The (I)cc):ugafjl;)rnth: lega o

s.) Un
eptance of these proposa : Apik
::Z ?’:esptinian National Front, t.rle|:m§ndsot:; iﬁ:tg:cal:pation
e i
ilization burst the i usions O
i dmiatlsssh::zzmen The town council elections of h:layi,n1tz72
- | he propos
tool of the p
ransformed from a ik
w:/eey;rd for its proponents. The stream of ttgligra;r;t s
2 titions from the occupied territories during ; t;;]e s
5:ars as well as the petition signed.andlszr;:)ozsal b
: f nationa
i roves the extent o on o
Couml::::i,or? the PLO and the pransmonal prograr:n,a ol
e int F”rogram, which will lead us to self—detqrmlr:VhliCh
Tecrl‘?ode endent statehood. The d|ff|(_:ult sntuatlonrOVided
22nfrl(r)‘nt:d the Palestinian Revolution in Lelt:‘z;nczzlr e
an opportunity for the transgressotré Co(:\minue e
i i itories
in the occupied terri ) | in; Jene
‘t)f?:i':‘zctivities against the PLO and |t§ transglonal g;eﬁts A
But those few lackeys of the Occupatl;\)lrlm a?hepra(z;t)empts o
i isolated.
ion were totally iso . e
anrr\::;th the independence of our national mass“.l STec;vin i
C(l)uld not affect the determination of our m

Revo-
i i lete espousal of the
areas and their comp I _ e
(I)l(;:ilc‘)?,',iianner for the establlshment.ci)rf‘gtl;: c;::i;;;zt; e
t upris

i tate. We salute the grea gt
;‘t?;l(z)réaclui)ied territories. We salute the srtle;ad ﬁ:;r?r?;?lotheir
people in Galilee, the Triangle, af\d tr]e gt\e}\\//;e il
strikes inside the Zionist enemy's prisons.
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‘Palestinian National Council adopt resolutions which will
pport the steadfastness of our people in the territories
‘occupied in 1967 and in 1948, and which concentrate on

1) Support of the Palestinian National Front in the occu-

- pied territories,considering it as a fighting arm of the PLO
- and a structure uniting the various f

orces and organi-
zations of our people in these areas. We must work to

develop and strengthen its political position, and to
support the mass organization upon which it depends.

Support of the struggle of our people in the areas
occupied in 1948 against the discrimination, looting and
expropriation of the Zionists. Thus our people can retain
their independent national identity, which is part of the
unified national identity, wherever they may be. Support
of the progressive and democratic forces which lead this
struggle, such as the Israeli Communist Party, Rakah.

) Development of societies and organizations responsible
for the support and aid of the steadfast resistance in the
occupied territories, and the provision for their financial

needs to carry out their great and important responsibi-
lities.

In the struggle for the implementation of the resolutions
I the Arab Summit at Rabat, our people in the occupied
erritories are leaders in the heroic mass political struggle
against the efforts of the Jordanian regime against the PLO

dn

g these manoeuvres against the
iationalist town councils, through continued struggle based
9N the principle of national independence and the rejection

F all attenpts to diminish its right to self-determination on
1S own lands.
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The efforts of the Revolution a_nq the PLO.to guarzllnteg
their ability to carry out their political, orgamzatlgna-tr ha:;
military responsibilities in Jordan have not cease f.usal te
efforts continue to be blockeq by Jordan’s re 4 nto
transform the Rabat resolutions into actu.al. commi :?eh .
Jordan continues its efforts to create conditions in w| ich it
can disregard these resolutions and refuse tohlmNp aetrir::.]n:
them. The delegation of the l_)FLP requests the A a
Council to take steps in this regard, _rather. t ar_1]_ hput
confidence in the intentions of the.]or,daman regm;e. eie
resolutions should contain the regime's .attempts (o) c(:e:he
political confusion among our people in Jordan _‘?:.S wiﬁ
occupied territories, in their dialogue wn.th tl;e(r:n. =I vl
require a formal declaration by .tt]e Nationa (c)lt'"'wns .
the PLO clarifying with all expllgltness tl_1e con ll('.le :
this dialogue, without being satisfied with broad, vagu

outlines. . _
These conditions should stress the following ppmts.

1) The PLO is the sole legal representative of the Palestinian
people, wherever they may be.

i i f the
e will be no compromise on the r!ght o
3 -lf_’gf;stinian people to establish. its own .|ndege:1v<3::rt‘
national state. The forms of_ political r.elatlm:\s ]eordan
this state and the confrontation states, m.cludlngt o sucl’;
shall not be discussed prior to the establishmen

a state.

i i sibilities

PLO has the right to carry out its respon :
2 forTBgliticah organization;l and rlmllit:r);h :tr(l)l;gcg‘lﬁ) iég

in support of the struggie | Ip

g:r?::riég gu?:?l is the path to ending the polil'rtrl:éé}s
confusion among our people, and the J.ordan_lal'n rﬁ;ole -
attempts to use the dialogu% tohregal \23 :gg%()lrlitgﬁs e
of the PLO and the so { L et

g:ezgé??lpﬁ?s is the path to a dialogue which will aid ©
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Palestinian people, and aid in the'struggle against Zionist
occupation and American solutions.

Brother Chairman,
Brothers in arms,

The various fronts on which our people has so
_courageously struggled during this period between the
‘twelfth and the present sessions of the Palestinian
‘National Council, teach an important lesson, upon which
~we should draw in adopting our programs for the next
stage. The common denominators among the various
Jimperialist, Zionist, reactionary attacks are the denial of
‘our people’s right to self-determination and its right to
‘establish its independent national state, and the denial of
 the refugees’ right to return instead of settling in the
other Arab states. Although our people and Revolution
accomplished significant victories on these fronts during
the past three years, the attacks have not ceased, but
rather, during this period, are getting more ferocious.
The growing trend on the part of several Arab states
towards assimilation of American plans and policjes,
towards neglecting to strengthen Arab military capa-
cities, and neglecting to strengthen the close ties with
the Socialist states, especially the Soviet Union, is a
measure of the seriousness of these attacks. With this
growing trend in Arab politics, the rightist and reaction-
ary Arab pressures on the PLO, so as to tame it and bind
to official Arab policies, are increasing. This would

y

eliminate the Palestinian obstacle to the American
solution by circumventing our people’s transitional
Program and its rights to self-determination and national,
Independence. The calls for moderation of the PLO and
10r a unified delegation to the Geneva Conference, and
the call for federation .with Jordan, are indicators of the
“Tiousness of this attack and these pressures. The
H€legation of the DFLP, in view of our understandinghf
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these pressures on the PLO, the necessity of countering
the deterioration of the Arab position and the pursuit of
deceptive imperialist American promises, the urgent
national duty to tangibly strengthen and develop the
transitional program to end all manoeuvres and conces-
sions, requests the Palestinian National Council to
present for the upcoming period a program and political
resolutions based on the following points.

1) Strengthening the transitional program in such a way
as to ensure the assimilation of the victories and gains of
the Palestinian Revolution and the PLO, and the
consecration of our people’s unity and our friends’
support on a firm, unequivocal basis; so as to prevent
opposing forces from gaining by the obscurity of our
goals at the present stage by increasing their attacks and
destructive efforts. This explicitly means the following:

A) Wholding the right of those made refugees in 1948
and 1967 to return to their original homeland, and the right
to self-determination of our people on its land and its.right
to establish its independent national state on the land from
which the Occupation withdraws.

b) Strict adherence to the right of the PLO to represent
our people and to participate inall international conferen-
ces discussing the future of our people and its nat!onal
land, including the Geneva Conference; on the basis of
sovereignty and equality with the other participating mem-
bers, from the first session on; and struggle against all
attempts, whatever shape or form they take, to transgress
this right. .

C) Adherence to the resolutions of the United Nations
General Assembly in its last three sessions (1974, 1975, a_n{i
1976) as the basis upon which the PLO .accepts partici
pation in such conferences, and emphasis on the inefficacity
of resolutioh 242 as a basis for discussion of the Palestinian
question.
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2) Exposure of the designs of American policies against
our people, and the other Arab peoples, and warning of the
angers of pursuing false promises. Consolidation of the
; of the Arab liberation movements against American

erialism, and Zionist occupation and against their plans
r our surrender and liquidation — plans continually

by the American. president Carter in his latest releases

oncerning secure borders for Israel and the refusal to
ecognize the PLO and the rights of the Palestinian people
establish its own independent national state. We call for
consolidation of Arab alliances in building Arab military
abilities and deploying the economic potential in the
e, in the realization of alliances with the Socialist
ountries, and in unwavering support for the PLO on the

asis of refusal to fall for partial, unilateral settlements and

merican promises.

'~ 3) Strict adherence to strengthening the solidarity bet-
reen the PLO and the socialist camp, especially the Soviet
on. The search to strengthen international solidarity
fith parties and forces supporting our people’s struggle.
mphasis on this firm solidarity as a principal point in our
gople’s struggle to achieve its national rights, and rejection

of attempts or pressures to diminish this solidarity.

Srother Chairman

Brothers in arms,

To grasp the responsibilities of this present stage, we
lust deepen the national unity among the various nationa-
Palestinian forces and elements, consolidate our ranks
in the framework of the PLO, and prevent the enemy
es’ exploiting or gambling on splits in our people’s
ks. This also. demands the escalation of the armed
ggle in the occupied territories. The delegationofthe
LP accepts the significance of increasing the military role

the Palestinian Revolution’s forces, and invites all forces

0 make resolutions leading to the unification of the forces
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of the various organizations within the Revolution into 3
unified people’s army, under the legitimate leadefship of the
PLO. By the unity of our revolutionaries’ guns we can
defend our victories and ensure progress. And while the
consolidation of Palestinian national unity, and the unificat-
jor of the gunsand fighters of the Revolution are two
important tasks in our upcoming struggle, t_he development
of organizations within the PLO and the improvement of
their mode of operation are urgent, essential tasks for the
coming stage. The delegation of the DFLP requests the

Palestinian National Council to adopt resolutions in this

regard to ensure: . -

1) A basis for collective leadership in the Executive Com-
mittee and the other committees of the PLO, Z}nd an eqd
to the policy of partisanism and domineering within
them.

2) Reorganization of the Central Council of the PLO, soas
to transform this council into a body capabler of
monitoring the activities of the Executive Committee
between sessions of the National Council, and.havmg the
right to participate in important political decisions.

3) Foundation of permanent committees from among the
members of the Palestinian National Council fqr the
tasks of supervising and monitoring the activities of
various departments of the PLO.

Brothers, ‘ .

Our people everywhere are waiting for our Council hg
pass resolutions facing up to theimportant challlenges. of t °
present stage. Let us live up to the task with \»{hlch (;or
people have entrusted us. Let us move forward. Victory
our people.

Honor to our martyrs.

Victory to our people, o .
Defeat to the imperialists, Zionists and their agents.
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THE POLITICAL DECISIONS OF THE THIRTEENTH
SESSION OF THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL:
"AN OVERWHELMING VICTORY FOR THE
REVOLUTIONARY NATIONALIST LINE

The resolutions and recommendations of the Thirteenth
Palestinian National Council were in complete accord with
the democratic revolutionary direction within the resistance
movement, and met the needs of the Palestinian people and
the Revolution. On the one hand, the political decisions
résponded to the tasks of the Revolution and the PLO for
the immediate future, and on the other, they represented a
real enrichment and development of the resolutions of the

~ twelfth Palestinian National Council (the Ten-point Pro-

gram). Thus they will enable the Revolution to oppose all
conspiracies against the Palestinian national identity and for
the containment of its armed revolution and self-determina-
tion.

These decisions were a great victory in the hands of
democratic, revolutionary Palestinian forces, and a defeat
for the vocal nihilists who substitute empty slogans for the
principal direction in each stage of the Revolution. They
were a defeat as well for the rightist defeatist elements,
who, failing to assess the balance of power within the
Mmasses and the Revolution, fall prey to the calculations of

the reactionaries.
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During the preparatory work for the new Na_tional
Council, the Palestinian masses, in the homeland and in Fhe
diaspora, responded to the issues raised by the Palestlplan
left (the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine),
by creating the greatest possible mass political demonstra-
tion, and by a stream of petitions and telegrams opposing
any bargaining with the Palestinian people’s right to
establish its independent national state. Equally they
opposed any tampering with the unity and legal representa-
tion of the PLO and its rights to carry out its duties in the
Arab host countries and in international gatherings and
meetings as an equal, fully participating member.

The Palestinian masses in Lebanon, on the basis of their
firm alliance with the Lebanese nationalist movement,
reaffirmed their support for the Cairo Agreement of 1969,
which guaranteed the military presence of the Resistance in

southern Lebanon and the freedom of movement which
ensure the continuation of the Palestinian armed struggle.
These masses in the various refugee camps and Lebanese
towns once again declared their support for the proponents
of the correct political line. They asked the National
Council to adopt a clear resolution affirming the Palestinian
people’s right to self-determination and the establishment of
its independent national state, and the right of the
Palestinians dispossessed in 1948 to return on the basis of
United Nations resolution 3236 of 1974.

The DFLP, working through PLO channels and through
the Palestinian masses, played a significant role during the
preparatory work of the Council, putting forward these five
political demands endorsed in the opening editorials of
al-Hurriyah, issues 808 and 809:

1) Rejection of United Nations resolutions 242 and 338,
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which deal with our people as refugees rather than as a
people with a national destiny.

2) The right of self-determination within the framework
of an independent national Palestinian state, and the right
of Palestinians to return to their homes from which they
were evicted in 1948, as stated by the United Nations
resolutions of 1974, 1975 and 1976.

3) Emphasis on the legitimacy of the PLO as the sole
representative of the Palestinian people, to represent the

Palestinian people in any conference dealing with issues
concerning it.

4) Denunciation of the American scheme for the area
and the Palestinian question, and rejection of any proposal
which denies the independent national identity of the
Palestinian people.

5) Strengthening of the strategic struggle relations with
the Socialist countries, Arab national liberation movements,
working class parties in the capitalist countries, and the
nationalist Arab regimes, considering them the source of
Arab and international strategic depth for the Palestinian
people. The address by the DFLP delegation to the
Palestinian National Council (March 16) stressed the unity

- of all elements of the Resistance and their representation in

the leadership of the PLO, whichallow the Palestinian
people and its national movement to carry on the struggle

to protect their revolutionary potential, dynamic forces and
political line.

Our Revolution succeeded in its refusal to surrender to
the pressures and attempts at political blackmail and
containment. It also avoided the nihilist path. Our Revolu-
tion chose the difficult path, the path of continued struggle
and confrontation of difficulties and conspiracies. This path
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during the period following the twelfth session of the
Council; and having analyzed and discussed the latest
developments of the Palestine issue, the various activities of
the Palestinian Revolution under the leadership of the PLO,
and the Arab and international situations; with emphasis on
support for the Palestinian national struggle and the
realization of its goals in every Arab and international,
gathering, affirms the following points.

1) The Palestinian National Council affirms that the
Palestine issue is the focal point of the Arab-Zionist
conflict, and that United Nations resolution 242 neglects
the Palestinian people and its permanent rights in its
homeland. Therefore the Palestinian National Council
affirms its rejection of this resolution, and its refusal to deal
with it on the Arab and international levels.

2) The Palestinian National Council affirms the determi-
nation of the PLO to continue the armed struggle and all
forms of political and popular struggle to achieve the
national rights of the Palestinian people.

3) The Palestinian National Council affirms that the
struggle in the occupied areas in all its forms — military,
political and mass — constitutes the central point of its
revolutionary program. Therefore the PLO struggles to
‘escalate the armed struggle in the occupied territories and to
‘escalate, together with the armed struggle, all other forms of
struggle in the area; and to provide our masses in the
‘occupied territories with all material and moral support for
‘this escalation and for their steadfast resistance, to defeat
d end the Occupation.

4) The Palestinian National Council affirms the stand of
e PLO in rejecting all forms of American settlement which
vould lead to surrender and liquidation. It endorses the
.O’s opposition to any settlement which would violate our
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people’s inalienable historic national rights. It calls upon the
Arab nation to fulfill its national responsibilities and to
mobilize all its potentials to counteract these imperialist

schemes.

5) The Palestinian National Council affirms the signifi-
cance of national unity, military and political, among all
sectors of the Palestinian Revolution and within the
framework of the PLO, as an important condition for
victory. Therefore national unity must be strengthened at
all levels on the basis of adherence to these resolutions and
the elaboration of programs to ensure this unity.

6) The Palestinian National Council affirms the Palesti-
nian Revolution’s right to its presence in its brother-
country, Lebanon, within the framework of the Cairo
Agreement and the additions to it agreed upon between the
Lebanese authorities and the PLO. It also affirms its
adherence to the spirit and text of this agreement, which
provides for the Revolution’s retention of its arms and the
security of the camps. While bearing in mind the sovereignty
and security of Lebanon, the Council rejects any-other,
unilateral interpretation of this agreement and its adjuncts.

7) The Palestinian National Council salutes the fraternal,
heroic people of Lebanon, and endorses the PLO’s support
for the unity of its land and people, its security and
independence, and its Arab sovereignty. The Council takes
pride in the support this heroic and fraternal people gives
the PLO in its struggle to recover the national rights of our
people in its homeland and its right to return. It strongly
emphasizes the necessity of strengthening and deepening the
alliance between all nationalist Lebanese forces and th€

Palestinian Revolution.

8) The Palestinian National Council emphasizes the
necessity of strengthening the Arab Front of Participation
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10) The Palestinian National Counci

’ ' uncil affirms the right
.the PLQ to carry out its duties of struggle on the Ara%:) artl)c]ic
|nternat|ona.l levels, and from any Arab land, for the
purpose of liberating the occupied territories. ’

1]) The Palestinian Nationai Council proclaims the
continuation of the struggle to regain the national rights:
the ng!'nt to return, self-determination and the establishrﬁent.
of the independent national state on national territory.

12) The Palestinian National Council affirms the signifi-
cance pf sirengthening ties with the Socialist countries, the
non-aligned countries, the Islamic countries, the African
countries, and with all national liberation, movements
throughout the world.

and13) The Palestinian Nz!tional Council salutes the stands
N dstru.ggle of all countries and democratic forces which
stan vylth us against Zionism as a form of racism and
against its practice of aggression.

tan14) The Pa_lestinian National Council affirms the impor-
fance of relations and cooperation with Jewish democratic
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and progressive forces, within and outside of the occupied
homeland, which struggle against Zionism as an ideology
and as practice. It also requests all countries and organiza-
tions which love peace, liberty and justice to discontinue all
forms of aid to and cooperation withthe racist Zionist
regime, and to refuse all contacts with it and its instru-
ments.

15) Taking into account achievements in the interna-
tional arena since the twelfth Palestinian National Council,
and having discussed the political report of the Executive
Committee, the Palestinian National Council:

A) Emphasizes the right of the PLO to participate as @
sovereign and equal member in all international conferences
and efforts affecting the Palestinian issue and the Arab-
Zionist conflict, so a5 to achieve our national rights, which
are not negotiable, and which have been confirmed by the
United Nations since 1974, particularly in resolution 3236.

B) Declares that any settlement affecting our people’s

rights reached without the presence of the PLO is null and
void.

Long live the Palestinian- Revolution
Long live National Unity among the
Organizations of the Revolution
Honor to our Martyrs

Revolution until Victory

Palestinian National Council

Thirteenth Session
Martyr Kamal Junblatt Session
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