







































































TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

My rriend . I ask you:
How could vour wrinkles
only shiow smiles

when [ know

vou have cried so much?

How can yvou smile
like a sofr glowing fire
when [ know

your anger

is deep. cold and dark
as rhe sea’

How can your face

be so gentle

when I know

you were beaten

more rhan once?

And vour arm

be sou strong

with two bullets inside it?

How can your voice
be the rain silently falling
when I know

vou listen so much
to the shells, bombs and machine gun barrage,
killing poor people’s right to a life?

And how can you still

joke and laugh

when I know

you have closed the eyes

of more than one dear friend?

But lastly I wonder:

How can you worry that much
about the neighbor’s child crying
when the dirty camps

are filled with crying children?
And the god-awful jails

of the fascists

are filled with comrades

crying silently inside?

Although I don't expect an answer,
1 only ask you

to give me some

of your strong love

for the suffering people.
I only ask you

to give me some

of your strength

to fight more and longer
for a human life

for the people.

I know rhat this is much to ask
Bur somehow, I think you can...

This poem was written by a Danish nurse working in Shatila camp,

January 1982























































How do we explain these developments? The political report of
our fourth national congress stressed that the Camp David agreements
are the political expression of the overlapping interests of imperialism,
Zionism and Arab reaction. It was our analysis that Arab reaction,
which opposed Camp David verbally and superficially only, would
make its way to Camp David, but probably calling it something else,
in order to merge politically, economically and militarily with the
Zionist-imperialist alliance, standing against the people of the region
and the progressive, socialist forces.

Arab reaction, which opposed the Egyptian regime at the Baghdad
Summit and decided to boycott it, was actually supporting this regime.
Three states — Sudan, Somalia and Oman — have already aligned with
. Egypt and broken its isolation. The same regimes participated along-
side the Rapid Deployment Force in Operation Bright Star. In other
words, the reactionary regimes were divided into those who openly
stood with Egypt and those who assumed the traditional position of
superficial condemnation at the Baghdad Summit. The aim of the
latter regimes was to absorb the masses’ response to the Egyptian
regime’s actions, to abort the Palestinian revolutionary movement and
the Arab national liberation movement, to erase the process of
polarization between the reactionary and patriotic forces and to
undermine the positions of the Steadfastness and Confrontation
Front.

The insistence of the reactionary regimes on the Fahd initiative
proves that their path is the path of Camp David. Moreover, these
regimes showed their true colors after Sadat’s execution when they
called for considering the return of Egypt to the Arab League and the
official Arab solidarity, as if the differences were based on Sadat’s
person and.his death had ended these differences. This was despite the
fact that Mubarak repeatedly stressed his commitment to Camp
David.

In the view of the PFLP Central Committee, it is necessary to
constantly be on the alert for and confront any settlement trends and
the forces which seek to have their political maneuvers accepted under
various banners. We must expose the bourgeois policies that try to
depict the advantages of the Fahd plan and almost managed to create
confusion and divisions anew among the Palestinian and Arab masses.
As much as we are responsible for promoting the level of Palestinian
national unity, nevertheless we have a special duty to fight the
settlement trend and eradicate the calls for surrender.

The plan of the enemy for striking the Palestinian revolution
consists of two parts, one political and one military. During this
period in particular, the Fahd plan is the theme of the political plans
against the revolution. Thus, the dangers of this conspiracy are no less
than the military attacks. This calls for continuous struggle until the
Fahd plan is finally buried.

Annexation of the Golan Heights

The Zionist entity knows its position and role exactly: being the
forward aggressive base above any other imperialist base in the region.
Its task is to protect imperialist interests and other bases for the
future, fulfilling US imperialist plans. At the same time, this entity has
its own particular expansionist aspirations in order to establish
‘Greater Israel’ and increase its exploitation of the land, water, labor
force and markets of the area. The Zionist entity exploits its
usefulness for imperialism to the maximum in order to fulfill its own
interests. These do not contradict with imperialist interests except in
the sphere of causing some political embarrassment in the United
Nations and in the face of world public opinion, including within the
imperialist countries. In addition, there is the reaction evoked in the
region on the mass level against world imperialism, especially the US,

and its local reactionary agents who are exposed by their friendship
and dependency on the US.

The Knesset’s decision to annex the Golan Heights, which was
occupied by the Zionist entity in 1967, occurred at a time when
conditions were beneficial to the enemy on the international and Arab
level. Foremost among these conditions were:

1. The broad and unlimited support accorded by the US admini-
stration to the Zionist entity in most of its aggressive plans, despite
occasional token disapproval of some of these actions; the US veto
against the resolution of the majority of Security Council members to
impose minimum sanctions against the enemy, aimed at inducing it to
retreat from the annexation decision, erased any Zionist doubts and
reaffirmed US support to the blatant Israeli aggression.

2. The western European position, which does not go beyond
minimal verbal condemnation of Zionist actions; this has been proven
by many events, most recently, the voting in the UN over the Golan
Heights issue. This position is designed to gain the friendship of Arab
countries in order to secure oil and other economic interests, while
having minimal effect on the Zionist entity.

3. The Zionist entity chose a time when very sensitive conditions
prevailed for the socialist community, the Soviet Union and actually
for every communist in the world, due to the Polish crisis. These
forces were on alert to confront the possibilities of the situation in
Poland after the declaration of an emergency situation. In this volatile
situation, with the fierce campaign waged by the imperialist ranks,
headed by the US, against Poland and the Soviet Union, Begin left the
hospital to introduce the annexation proposal in the Knesset.

4. On the Arab level, the Zionist enemy did not expect Syria to
initiate military actions against the annexation decision. In the event
Syria should do so, the Israeli leaders expected this to be to their
favor, giving them the opportunity to deal a heavy blow to Syria’s
military forces. This evaluation is affirmed by Iraq’s involvement in
the protracted war with Iran as well as its sharp contradiction with
Syria. Moreover, Syria faces conflicts in Lebanon with the fascists and
the regime, especially in view of the approaching presidential
elections, all of which is a cause for concern for Syria, leading it to
maintain its forces in Lebanon.

The Zionist entity timed the annexation with the approach of its
final withdrawal from the Sinai. Despite conviction that the current
Egyptian regime is totally committed to Camp David and all its
consequences, the Zionists wanted to add a new practical test of its
policy towards the Arab regimes that oppose Camp David. In this
way, the Zionist leadership sought to achieve one of two goals:

a) Answering the Zionist voices who have demanded cancellation
or postponement of the final withdrawal, especially after Sadat’s
execution, in order to convince them and Israeli public opinion
generally about the withdrawal.

b) Prolonging, postponing or preventing the final withdrawal in
case the Egyptian reaction exceeded the level deemed acceptable, even
while acknowledging how hypothetical it was that the regime would go
farther than verbal criticism.

The Zionist enemy is fully aware of the real conditions on the Arab

level. It knows the aims and positions of the reactionary regimes, -

whose interests dictate a move towards peace and recognition of the
Zionist entity as a prelude to joining the Egyptian regime in the
scheme of opposing socialism and the Soviet Union. The move to join
the Egyptian regime has been manifest in the Saudi princes’ proposals
for coexistence with the Zionist entity. The Zionist response to
Fahd’s plan is the most expressive, showing awareness of the reactio-
naries’ aims. Although the Zionist response to this plan was a violent
one in accordance with traditional Zionist arrogance, which has only
been increased by Camp David, Begin said in effect that Prince Fahd
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